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'Þ the Rio t Honourable, the Eart of 
ARRAN, 'Knight of- the moſt 
Ancient, and moſt Noble Ofder of 
the THISTLE, &c - 


_ wath _ _ my Lord, that I 
reſolvu'd to prefix ſo great' a Name to 
ſuch jo but 1 Sulider'd, that as 

the truly generous-chuſe always the un- 
munate and poor, Ar SubjeFts of thezr Generoſity, 
it may be the Glory of illuſtrious Perſons: to 1m- 
realize thoſe Works by their. Patr@nage, which 
y'd not by thetr own Worth ſupport: themſelves *: 
ud I was the more willing to throw thys little 
oh at your Lordſhip's Feet, that the ſhame if | 
ping made your Lordſhip ſo mean a Preſent, 


mncite me to ſome more noble Undertahang ,} by - 
of atonement z and the Ambition of predus\, © 
your" + V 


ing _ of my own, leſs unworthy of 


iſhip's ProteRion, may inſpire me- beyond-my" "s 


ursl Genius. In the mean time, my Lord, 


hope you will be pleas'd to look fawwurably on my 


Woman's F aults ; next the two Heroes (if 1 


lwve ſingle, or to marry; which tho the only 
bieft of this Piece, 15 left unreſo.v'd*: And in- 


hy impiofer, becauſe an unexperienc'd Fudge of 


Sb Eſtates, will be beſt able to give 4 ju 


[nn ow Fence 5 
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rſt Attempt in this kind, and not be tog ſevere on . 
| them jo) of this Nowe!, beg your Lordſhip s* 
ciſion of therr grand Diſpute, whether a8 15- beſt 
ed, in my Opinion, they bad before choſen - @ we- 
\beir Conteſt ; but your Lordſhip, who has ; by 
"Pp 


fide you wilt-determme-; a Lady, ſo perfetth . q 
compliſh'd————but I dare not attempt to praidi 
her, whoſe Name ought to be celebrated by all th 
aobleſt Pens, if her own Vertues did not give | 

4 more certain Immortdlity. 

And now, my Lord, our ExpeRations are on you 
Lordſhip, all wiſhing with Inpatience that 
wou'd make a ſecond choice, one worthy to ſucce 
that excellent and pious Princeſs, the preſe 
Dutcheſs of Hamilton, from whom we ef +. bo 
for a young Inheritor of the Glory and Dignity » 
his great Anceſtors , and of thoſe Noble Vertuer 
which give your Lordſhip a more venerable Gr 
neſs than that which you derive from your illuſtri4 
ous Birth. Were I capable, "ny Lord, of doingl 
Fuſtice to your Merit, with what delight cou'd Bi 
dwell upon this glorious Theam, whilſt 1 need 
Fear the Imputation of Flattery from any, ſince 
Parties amidſt their hotteſt Diſſent ions, agree 
their value of your Lordſhip, thoſe eminent Ver 
tues, which their Intereſt wou'd make them E 
mies to, forcing their Admiration. | 

. ThisContemplation draws me to 4 conſiderati, 
of my Prefumption in this Addreſs, and makes 
haſten to retire from ſo great a Preſence, which 
eght to ſtand more in awe of, than alt the vas 

. Cenſures of the Town, which I have ſhelrer'd myſ\ 

. ſelf from with ſo much Cars, being known by 2 
Name but that which will be my ProteRion, thi” 
Title of, 


\ 
My Lora, | 
& Your Lordſhip's moſt Qblig'd, It 
Molt Humble Servant. 'J 1 
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ALCANDER 
AND 

PHI LO CRATES: 

OR, THE 


Pleaſures and Di pee 


If OF 


MARRIAGE 
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< Leander had no ſooner heard that 
A 1 his Friend DUES was upon 


the poigt of Mat attiage, than 


| run to his Lodgi 
- {found him alone, with Abbot "Soph 
op Friends (ſaid he to him) will, wi 


x doubr, come to gh witt thy0w 


» ® , . hg 4 
4 * 
=_ —_ \ 


py Wretch ! into 4s Abyſs of Pains and? | 
_— are you going to throw your 
Marry ! (continued he) what Sin | 

have you committed to be puniſh'd with 
ſo many Miſeries as are going to oyer- 
__ you, to engage your felf a your. 
to one-Perſon, without-being able to 
change ? Let her become Sullen, Ugly, 
Old, or Unfaithful, yon muſt Die Chain'd 
to yr, 106 elic proceed to ſcandalous Ex- 

| Fou who talk atthis rate, 
(anſwer'd Philecrates, ' with an Air cold and 


Ell ) have not you been Marry'd, and 
ſi 


bly afflifted at the Death of your 

? ?Tis very true, (reply'd Alcar- 

der) and yet I never ſuffer'd fo mich as in 

the two years I paſs'd with her. How is 

'* that | poſſible (ſaid Philocrares) you lov'd 

; af” ſhe. yob ? She "was young and 

hindſotn: had Wit, Quality, and For- 

cone, _—_ then could hinder you from 

wm, y? I donut oeterpd yoo 
you, Treviirn'd Alcan FYMit 1 9 

ſwaded, that Jet a Woman' be os 

*Amiable, -or what ever {be ag one 

may have for her, when one is become her 

Husband, che Heart Paſſes very ſoon'fy 

3 'Loye'to. Indifference, and from 1i 

(|. rence toaDiſghſt. How coined thr 

| F T9 -. 'sP rh ? | have 5 
\. .._. Hifficoity Cinterrut 


þ bi 
| trare inthe true reaſenofiir it 
that in fering a' Woman very ol 
c: | more nearly, we find no more in 
= Merit, and thoſe Charms, by hich we 
> noe mine. I nap be,/ the Hears | 
nar agree! w a __ l 
ur] or, it may be, in five, i that EIS i 
© } commerce of the Senſes, pr From 


ly | vivacity. You drive things much goo far, - 
nd (interrupted Philocrates) a - Man' of: hy | 
dence,' and Judgment, , will not. Marry a 
2 Woman withont knowing her to-have Vir- bl 
2 the, and Merit-z. ſo that the more he fers | 

her, the more he diſcovers her.go 
Liries, and is the more wt 


mem ele ] 
fal|Joys ' ſhe! brings him- fine; 
| which ſhe- educates with. tendes 
ſhe follows him in his om 
a$in his higheſt ed x 
faithful Compgnion, who 
| him till Death. How. f 
| Woman before one 
mptcd Alcender 10.9 76) 
"I = are frempretenſ 


F NR kns they prneny TE 


"" wy, 


| altheydo; ap as withouteneſon 
have no folidity in their Wit, —_— | 
Heart 3- their Beauty is not proof againſt 
#Iittle Fever. hor their Virtue againſt the” 
oonkeſ. totereſt ar Pleaſure. - When they 
zi only, 'for-the moſt pare, 
aha 3 and-irregular 'Lovei for: 
theft which ceaſes' in alittle; 
ths, "by charging its Object ; -an inſup-; 
portable Vanity, and Ambition, or a low. 
A —— elt, IS _ takes up all 
. In-the mean while, 
#8#'J hive « Braband frame in himiel, © 
bft- of loving 4 Woman with 
Whlts, becauſe he has Matry'd her; 
'e- the, the Hears is too great 2 Li- 
bitte, to nj Af to fach ſort of. 


| 7 BEN, And war Pres \f the 
has a Penchant to Incontinence; 
the ſerves; at' moſt, to gburiſh Fires; 
TT penerally extingviſhes i in other| 
x -fine fatisfaQion fo have's: 


bur a difeuſt, or, at 
e 3 a covetous oran ims! , 
at, who Criticizes even a 
ons ; or, @ Fool; 


4th! her falſe Keegy | 


— &# To  F— TY ITT err 


_ 2n —_—. Woman, or @- 
er, who my you! with: her 


rmerred Ex PI 
ſelf; there are y —_ who hare: 

that defe&t. For Children; whay: 
6 | what trouble, is nog one al: bringing 
x | them up? To how - many, mhtmigies 

e | Sickneſſes are they ſubjeft. 2; And; when 
x; | they are grown up, what diſquietudes- to 
j | ſettle them in the World? | Sometimes 
1 | they happen to be Falſe, Debauychees, 
& | Ulooatural, Prodigal, Imprudent,. Games 
@ | ters; in fine, they are Inhutnane Creditors, 
hi | who take away your Fortupe, and £008 
z' | you ont of a conditian $0 

;- | your Pleaſures. Why then (reply's [Ib 
f. | /ecrates) does all the World Marry if that 
- | State is ſouneaGe2 (Some. (anfywer'd Ab 
Ya cander ) out of a motive.of \ 
es} | of Intereſt, ſome. for 
ie _ thereſt of __ vor ar me 
out examining any 

x. your ſelf (reply'> Philecrmes) Wo 
r. | of Marriage are not.ſo yncakie a8 you 

zi | for all Women {/ terrible (a3 you w 
1, 
\ 4 
«! 
Ju; 
[8 


Þ| have us believe, 'the-Perſag; wi ; Bonnd. 

engage my ſelf, is of -a Ju XX 

polite to thoſe Womes you have Se. 

| Yes, Fraudebſa is pothing- bag - 

q and-Virtve, a thouſand Charms,- "1 
+) Fher-Soul, a thenſaad Nenutiee:0h wp 
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. . and yet, whenever her inclination moves 


- without Partners, fatisfie, every day, our 


_d&#) are not Meſles for matried 


fon; which are not to be ſeen in aty other. 
Philabell'lov'd her to madneſs, tho' be 
is a Man of Quality, very bandſom, with 
= deal of Wit, Gallant, and naty- 

y belor'd by Women, yet ſhe cou'd 
not endure: him, and refus'd to let him 
continue his Viſits to her, becauſe of the 
Liberties he took, and his Diſcourſes with 
double meanings : The poor Child told 
me, that in one Afternoon he made her 
bluſh twenty times. She is not like the 
Women of -the Age, ſhe loves retirement, 
a6d folitude ; her Clothes, and all her Be- 
Kaviour, is extreamly 'modeſt ; ſhe never 
lays outany thing extraordinary, but, with 
regret, hardly knows the Cards ; and is 
fo far from all Coquettry,- that t'other 
3y, 1 could not perſwade her that any 
omen conld be unfaithful to their Hus- 
bands, 1 may ſay, ſhe loves me tenderly, 


her to give me ſome marks of it, her re- 
ſervedneſs, and modeſty, retains_ her. 
Ab! how happy are we going to be (con- 
tinued he) by oor Marriage? Abſolate 
Maſters of one another's Hearts, and Per- 
ſors. We may, without ſcruple, and 


tender,” Amorous Tranſports. Tender 
and Amorous Tranſ ports (reply'd Mcan- 


And for whom then, 


au knew Leibia. as 
wear, mal 


{A 


crates, railing, his en, (atrogu for your pry 


for you ?; Believe, me, . (contigued. be)-.ug- 


leſs. we eſteem a Womaa for her Virt 
and her Fidelity, ſhe can give. .us none 
the real joys of Love ; thoſe are but De- 
= fo in which the = ep Rod 
any' P res, Without the . Soul Parts» 
king of em ofa gh, ws 26) 
are gener lt gb 
regret,...de Fwagy 6, wh zults.. Ho 
can-one eſteem a Woman (cont og 
and rely upon her Fidelity, - a the rex; 
time when ſhe betrays her Duty Fs her Bo- 
nour; and her Religion, | 
5 to her Paſſion ?,.Ah!.” 


erently wou'd you talk? Ol 
is not a Maid in Frexce leſs Intereſted, . 
more Generous ; ſhe kee 
Lewis 4 Ore: for: mie,. with the 
what, Wives can be. 


but me 3 and if ſhe 


*tis rye Eagle, oy RTE 
..as Lam ſenſible of it, | have heard her ſy | 


1 
» Reine her gat 
” at" 
g , : 


f2 
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| wk x tbe ok, ſhe won'd not have 
wy "and I ha# he preatp difficatty 

| 1 te; £6'0f Mie | It drop'd 
ii if 1. loſt ; ' what "tears 
| iT I $he ou'd have giv n all ſhe had 
\W\; orld to have fonnd it, n6t that 
| &@ itfor the value, but becauſe 
Fe One veil my ceafing to 

| 


faid'the to me; 

Ed ey fal'n from the 
6 be'tÞ in than'a Fen, and a 
that I ſhaY16ſe your bore; bur, 
d, I never ſhall Lirvive it. Can 
| 74 find theſe qo 
Marry'd People are 
Treg never lcave'ofe ano- 
rance 1s the Poyfoo'vf 

3 Love cannot live without'de- 


) or (inter 
Gapariſons hs Oe. Mar- 


DF don't freak (re- 
a _—_ Air) of 
foi ry'd e*who'are en- 

Toofned from 'their tg and only 
irmre with a cya of SanCtity, and 
, but of tho in Kev 


be TT ae 


«a+ 4, 4. a4 4. i as. dcuod. A. Athy. ata evdtrantotentac od A 


my - 
z 


| reaſonable, both as 


4 fant humour, and-that if, they 


f __ he cau'd promiſe them 4 


themſelves a thouſand. times more crimi- 
'> 


nal-  Philogrates (interrupting, 
ask'd theAbbot which {ide he wouy 
adding,” That he had known 
bots who wou'd bave been very wellph 
to have had it in their power £0 
Alcander maintain'd on bis fide, 
there were many Marry'd.; People 


wou'd gladly change their Wiyes « who | 


nifices. The Abbot repreſented to them 
That none are ever contented with t 
own condition, that therefare they.01 
n5_to decide their diſpute by - thet , þ 
that, to judge of it. ſolidly, ' they. 


examine, with application, the Pleaſures . 
and Diſquietudes of Marriage; z that Zi 


was 2 great Theatre, that-they-negd 
hear the general Diſcourſe ; 3 and, wi 
leaſt Addreſs, to tarn their Cogyer 
upon that Subject, it wou'd. be eaſie to, 


ſtruct themſelves vexy wveh in it.in 2 lite 


This 


tle time. Propoſition: { 


OF © 


der; they intreated the 
them, telling- him, They netic 
Judge z "which he accepted. 


ary th that he maſt zo fry 
kers, 'abvut'- a 'bufineſs , 
whoſe Wife was. of af rg+ia0d | 


— — 
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|: vo 6a.” They agreed tot, and 
\! thy we the Banker 
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| f he went went out of the Chamber, and left the 
li y with'/his Wife. Philocrare: find- 
(Wi os Hh young and ſprightly, ask'd her 


"Frm. "*. aan ew - 


_ > — 


_—_ 


Hers jaſt pe 
3 iti his Wives Chamber s with her ; 

"Aſciinder liad no ſooner begun to talk 
, than-one came to ask-for him; 


ook'tbe had in her Hand ; 'tis the 
Pfiticefs' of Cleve: (ſaid ſhe.) What thiok 
* of 'it, Madam, (anſwer'd Alcander? ) 
"think her ' very fooliſh, (reply'd ſhe) 
t Impertinence, for a Woman to tell 
EHusband that ſhe loves another Man ? 
Where had'the Author: left bis Jadgment 
*When he writ "that Part, for he manages 
# of  his'Subject well enough ? ? For 

Part,- (reply'd Philocrates) I can't con- | 
'that; ſince Madam de Cleves had a 
vidlear inclination for the Duke of Ne- 
mow, which nothing. but Abſence cou'd 
Core,' and- that: ſhe had no other way to 
Yeove her ſelf from him. Serioully: *06r 

tnued ht) if [ had :a Wife in Madam de 

Cleves' ion', 'who ſhou'd make me 


'twou'd give mea __ 
finiting,) Sts fb noagoe 
what a Treafure-gre 

Re Fer: ak ern 

, ar Wer 

Bot, Madaw, (interrupted 1 


. | Abbot) what wou'd you have had Pr 
Princeſs of Cleves do ? Since ſhe cou'd not” 
(reply'd the Lady) forbear loving Mon- | 
fieur de Nemonrs, ſhe had nothing to do- | 
but take a method for the ſatisfaQtion 6f | 
all three, which was to diſcover her AF- | 
feftion to him, to take ſecret Meaſures 
- with bim, that the Intrigue might make 
no noiſe, and to Careſs the Prince of Cleves || 
more than ſbe had done before, that he 
might not ſuſpeCt her. How miny cruel 
torments had. ſhe ſav'd her ſelf this way ? 
What raviſhing Pleaſures had ſhe given 
her Lover and her ſelf ? And, toconclude, 
ſhe had not occaſion'd Monſieur de Clever'y 
- Death, like a Fool. Philocrares, and Al- 
cander, thought her reaſoning ſo pleaſant, 
1 that they fell a laughing, and highly 'com- 
mending what ſte had ſaid, which ſo ex- | 
* trearwly pleay'd her, that ſhe went on \ ay- | 
ing, You wuſt own, Gentlemen, that a. 
ny Authors ſtray very far from Pr ul 
ty, and pood Sence, witneſs the AKY i 
-of- the . Diſorders | of the Baſſett. 
Marquis de Roziers loves Madam de | Lode. 
z4 paſlionately ; ſhe has not he CRE 
of a FE Fo wopy Woman, 
'by [jen FEST 


pp the Money, at 


- 
Was = % + 


Didkealous ut imperins 


o T = © 5& ov = Nw FY 0 3 CY WW” wy” &F 


*Y 
z 


(y 


© 


IM 


we 


OS hob COR 


| Story ? The Author has certainly v-"y 
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, ©Ores, As ſhe was talking thus, her Hus- 
| band return'd from the Perſon whom he 
| had gone out to ſpeak with, and having 


[+] Vere reprehienſion for it, telling her, She 


' Old or Young, Handſom or Ugly, bat he: 
+ | fine, 


| | band, on the other band reproach'd her 
2g 4/7 the exfence ſhe put him £9, in Jew- 
| + els, and other Ornaments, the littte'For- 
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little knowledge of the World; to be ip- 


norant of what a Woman in neceſſity is ca- 


pable of doing for twelve hundred Lois 


heard what ſhe had ſaid, he gave her a ſe- 


ought not to Ipend her time in reading 
thoſe ſort of Books, but mind her Hus- 
wifery and her Houſe ; which nettled her 
to that degree, that ſhe ſaid all ſhe cou'd 
imagine of moſt injurions to him. She 
mplain'd, that he was of a humour 
2Crin_ and Bizarre,. that he loy'd Ga+ 
ming, Drinking, and all LEO 
z 


that ſhe had never had a Chamber-ma 


had endeavour'd to corrupt them ; and, in 
to hear her ſpeak, one” wou'd have 
ughbt him the worſt 6f Men, 'and het 
e wretchedſt of , Women. The Hus- 


him, the Cifficulcy of 


ki Ow _ "_  # 
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c 
the receiy's at her Hovſe to play _ 
her a hundred other reproaches, and 

ſo many ſevere things to her, that Sy 
tad fike to have come to blows'; 
Footthan, whotn the” knew, coming int lots 


the Chamber, made her forbear proceed: | 


Ing in her reſentments, to go ſpeak to hi 

ih private 3 he gave her a Lettery at 
went preſemly'away, aid for all the cite 
ſhe took' to conceal it, Philocrares and ME 
cander-perceiv'd it. Immediately ſhe* 
into another Chamber, wich an Air fate 
Chagrin and Anger, and a moment after 
ont of the Houſe. Alcandez, afrer ha- 
ving talk'd with theBanker of the buſineſs 
he came for, went away too, with Philte- 
crares and the Abbot, and going doin, 
Alcander found upon the'Stairs a Letter, 
in theſe words : 


LET TRY 


Y OU promis'd me yeſterday, "iy Chari 
that you 0K 'd not at all fate Fl 6 


> — OC AA i oo 


to give you my Acknowledgments a he Place 
you know of ! 


As. ſoon as they had read. the. Billet, 
they imagin'd it, to. be the ſame which 
they had ſeen the Footman give the Ban.. 
ker's Wife ; that it came from her Gal. 
'/ Jlant 3 that the Tormepnter. was ber Hus. 

band; and that. the procipjeation where, 

with ſhe had- gone to_the Rendezyous, 
had made her ſlip the Billet onone (ide, in- 
\\, Readof putting it in ber Pocket ;.or that 

ſhe had drop'd ic in taking out. her Hand. 
kerchief. Alcander thinking this example 
might be of uſe to his deſign, very covlly 
repreſented the unhappinels of this Man ; 
bis Wife (ſaid be) conſumes, the. fruit of 
"his Labours in wild Expences, . ſhe deſpiſes 
him, . ſhe makes an Academy of his Houſe, 
ſhe diſhonours him, deceives him, and re- 
fuſes him what a Wife owes her Hasband, 
to make a ſacrifice of it.to her Gallant ! 


||| After this, be ſure you Marry. Sincerely, 


ad it not bees a great bappineſs far this 


|  * Banker tohavehad a Friend like me, that 


. wou'd have repreſented to bim what Mar- 
we Was, and bave kept him-from. it? 
Really. (ſaid 7h#locrere- laughing) is yery 
[||| {Pleaſant in you, to draw a conlequence | 
#13 : re _ 3 & of Perſons. like | . 


ce 


_ neſs:the Marchioneſs of Seligny, 


- 
- 
.\ 4 


PI, 


CL W7 Cc < 1 
Manners ; what bratalities has not 
Man 'been guilty of before us? He k 
his Wife to be of a violent Nature, why 
then did be provoke her ? Ought he no# tO 
have ſtaid till he was alone with her, and 
ſhe in a calmer temper, and then have told: 
her what he bad to ſay to her ? Expoſe-his 
lewdneſs in his own Houſe ! rare Example 
of Virtue for a young Wife ! Faith (con: 
tinued” he) if ſhe is unfaithful to him, be 
contributes very much to it : Believe me; 
a Man of Honour, who loves his Wiſes 
who is aſſiduous, and careful of herz: | 
makes himſelf belov*d by her, makes ber, | 
at once be happy, -kifd, and faithful” 
What then, (reply'd Alcander) you .ima-. | 
gine there needs no more to make/a Wife , || 
be happy, and faithful, than to-love ber,: 
to have ſome complaiſance, and aſſiduities- 
for her ; but you deceive your ſelf; {con- 
tinned he)- thoſe-'marks - of tenderoeſs, | 
thoſe afliduities, only make a Wife the; ' 
more Imperious, and often gives her a; 
diſguſt, - and ſcorn of her Husband ;- wits 


: 
_ 


18; 

new Suing for a Diyorce from: her fr | 
band. - I have heard her fay, ſbe baud: 
never have had ſuch a thought if-he had- 


-lev'd her leſs, and had been leſs afliduous: 


12 about her. A very pleaſant cauſe -of $+- 


ion (reply'd Philocrates.) .- She 8+ 


b, 4 
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' youngsi'very handſom, and' finely ſhap'ds; | 
(faid dba fer meerrupting him ;) ron m 
Gown men,  6f the firſf Quality, are/her Ic 

| Lovers, by whoſe Intereſt ſhe obtains t) 
what . ſhe pleaſes; and, in fine, ſhe has le 
manag'd ſo adroitly, that *tis above two ct 
years fince ſhe liv'd with ber Husband,and fr 
that ſhe has been diverting her ſelf in Par. tc 
If you will (continued he) I'll carry you tc 
to ſee her. Philocrates and the Abbot, tc 
found the Ladies Character too ſingular, pl 
not to have that curioſity. She receiv'd ar 

- them with a great deal of civility ; there w 
was with her, when they came, one of the ri 

' lowg Robe cali'd Berly, and the Chevalier C 
nin As ſhe has always an extraordinary th 
defire to talk of her Afﬀair, Alcander had W 
norwnch- difficulty to. bring her £o;ig. . | ty 
*Of allghe Women (fays the ).that-ever th 
defir'd to be ed frotn their Husbands;! B: 
none ever had more caufe” than 1, nor'ſo; to 
much patience : Ah, miſerable Creature er 

- that 1: am, (purſu'd (he) to what ſtrange: an 

- Deſtiny am | Born ! Other Women com-' | in| 

- Plaid of their Husbands, and wou'd beſe- tir 

_ parated from them; becauſe they are»fo' | Fy 

far from loving -them,”- and being often Ce 

- with them, that they continually ſhunand Þ- cg 

fly from them ; but my- cruel Stars have bet 

-fixd my misfortune in the -troubleſom the 


- Miduities, and» the exceſſive Love, my | 


£r 


»9 


- Hugband had for 
me:at Rheims, he became deſperately -in 
love; his Perſon, his Eſtate, and Quali- 
ty, charm'd my Mother, and me! Þy con- 
ſequence ſa] that .the Marriage'was ſoon 
concluded; Preſently after he took: me 
frotn that engaging City, and -catty'd-me 
to a/place in the Country, which: belong'd 
to him, to give himſelf (faid he) entirely 
to me. What | ſuffer'd in that cursd 
place!” He did not live with me freely, 
and without. ceremony, as Husbands do 
with their:Wives,: there-was in 
ridiculous Precautions, and 'im 

Cares; for what concern'd mez I aniſt nog 


Backy the Milt. | "are ? 
to torment a Wife with? 1:love Frais ex- 
treamly, but yer | was not ſuffer'd road 
any, my ſtomach was too weak. *; Walk. 
ing | muſt never think of 3 inthe Dap 
time the Son ſpoils the Complexion ute 


Evening, - and Night, makes one "take © || 
Cold, -and-brifigs Fluxions ; ſo that 1 why * |) 


' condemn'd to- ſtay all Day in my Chanms 
der, working apon Tapeſtry. 'Nay,/ for 


the moſt /part, he won'd murmur againlt \l 


. wy-Worktoo.- For him, he wou'd:paly 


me. ':As foon as he:rſawm - 


bt 


| 
} 


; my-eruel Fair one * You do not love me; 


fo _ 
the whole Day with his Eyes fix'd upon 
me,” ſometimes complaining, and ſome- 
times. fighing. How charming are your 
Eyes, Madam, (cry'd he?) Ah, thar 


, lovely Mouth ! Theo, with : a-furious 


Pranſport, he brought his great' Lips up- 
of my Eyes, and kiſs'd them ſo hard, that 
} was afraid he wou'd blind me. After 
theſe firſt Extaſies, he threw himſelf at my 


Feet; forgive me Madam, oh forgive 
(cry'd: he.) an inſolent, audacious Man, 


. 


ought to confine his Paflion withia 
__ =o m_ een ! He 

my Knees till he made me cry out; 
and then foling into a profound Melati- 


who 
the 


, holy, be gaz'd upon me with fiery lan- 


ing Eyes, and fetching 
much am. 1 ro be lamented ( 


ſighs, 
he) 


my-company fatizues you, and you never.: 
ſee me without being uneaſie; alas, in 
Marrying you, | thought my ſelf the moſt 
fortunate of Men, but now I find 1 am on- 
ly the more unbappy. *Tis true,. | am 
Maſter of your Perſon, but your Heart 
won't render it ſelf_:'-Ah, - ungrateful 


-» Charmer, take back your Perſon, or give 


me that cruel Heart ! He did not end with 


theſe firſt Tranſports : Wel}, lobumane |. 


Creature, (added he) ſince thou;ſeeſ the 


- Violent Paſſion | have for thee, with ivdifa . | 


Tu3 
ference, and ſcorn, here, (ſaid he to me 
drawing his Sword, 'and giving it c0.me) 
pierce, with a thouſand Wonnds, / /this 
Heart - which thou doſt fo much torment, 
and :end a Life which' thou mak'ſt ſo-in> 
ſupportable to me.” This, Gentlemen, 
was his Behaviour when ever we were £0- 
gether ; won't you own then, that never 
any Woman enqur'd ſo much as [ ? or had 
more-reaſon to covet a Separation ? Did 
he torment you, Madam, (ſaid Alcander) 
as much in the Night as in the Day ? - You 
have a mind to laugh, Sir, Gaſwar's the) 
bat methinks I have made you knderſtand 
1 enough. © This Saying was taken in a plea- 

ſant- fence, that made- all the c_ 
laugh ; then-the Abbot taking up the Di 
courſe, ſaid to her, Give me leave, Mg- 
dam, to tell you, that he well deſerv'd to 
be pardon'd all his Tranſports, fince they 
proceeded from his extraordinary loys for 
you, and his regrets for not being beloy'd 
by you.” | If he wou'd have made himſelf 
be lov'd, (reply'd the Lady) he ſhou'd 
haye'obſery'd what wou'd pleaſe me maſt, 
done all he cou'd to appear amiable inmy 
Eyes, and not have tir'd me with being 
_ orernally/ iqmy company, and! his-inſap- 

-portable way of behaviour. I love com- |þ 


— 


— = — 
_ — 


[ 22 } 
entertain'd in his Houſe all the Beaux 
monde: there, to divert me. I can paſs 
away: ſome hours '-agreeably enough at 
Cards, ſo that he ſhou'd never have let me 
want Money, nor Company for play: 'E*. 
ing well-dreſs'd affefts me, ſhou'd natvfie 
- then have furniſh'd me every Month with 
all that was fineſt, and moſt faſhionable ? 
To fine, -I love Diverſions, his chief bu- 
#ineſs ſhou'd have been to procure 'em. for 
me; «nd that was the courſe he ſhou'd have 
_ taken to arrive at my Heart. Pray, Ma- 
_ dam, (ſaid Alcander ) how cou'd you con- 
trive'to free your ſelf from this Tyrant ? 
The moſt pleaſantly in the World (an- 
Twer'd ſhe): Near the Caſtle where [ Ii- 
ved there was a little Wood, in which 
-was found abundance of Camharides, | got 
me of them, had them dry'd, and apply'd 
them to my Neck; in a litthe time they 


made a great Excoriation, as I defign'd: - 


I feign'd my ſelf Sick, and afted io well, 
that ſometimes the Marquis found me 
:ſighing; ſometimes looking up to Heaven 
- Fin deſpair; and, at other times, in 
Tears, or a Praying. I ſpoke to him of 
"nothing but what was diſmal; of Death, 
of Paradiſe, of Hell.” 1n fine, I plaid my 
part fo well, that I gave him a great £y- 
iriblity-to know from whence 


| 
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change | © 
d; 1 forelaw well «doogh; that” 


p his Neck, with tears in wy. Eyes 
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he wou'dattribute it to ſome violent Paſſion 
| had conceiv'd for another ; and that he 
had too great adiſpoſition for Jealoufte.to 
be free from it upon ſuch an occaſion; And 
| was not miſtaken, he left no Artifice un- 


— — _ - 
* 


attempted to diſcover the truth. And one 


day, when he was condemning my Con- 


duct, with a great deal of ſharpneſs, and 


complaining that I loy'd another, | threw 
my {elf at his Feet, and told him,” That if 
my Life only was concern'd, I wou'd not 
make him a diſcovery, which, perhaps, 
wou'd give him a loathing for my Perſon ; 
but my Honour being in danger, by the 
injurious ſuſpicions he had of me, I was 
conſtrain'd to tell him, That my Grand- 
mother. had dy'd of a Cancer which had 
been negleCted, that all our Family was 
ſubject to that Diſtemper, and that | had 


a long time felt ſome Symptoms of it, 


which was the cauſe of my appearing fo 
cold,and ſo out of humour.la fine;thatit had 
broke out, and was fo extreamlypaioful-to 
me, that I believ'd | had nothing to do but 
to prepare my ſelf for Death. He wou'd 
needs {ee the Sore, which, after a little 
refuſal, I ſuffer'd.: The Cantharides had 
had ſuch an effet,that he was deceiv'd; he 
had never ſeen a Cancer, ſo that it was no 
difficult- matter. Then-1ithrew my : felf 


C24] 


embrac'd him, gave him thoſe ſort of mo- 


Adieus, which are uſual with dying 
ons, and conjur'd him-never to Marry | 
- © another after my Death. 1 ſpoketo'bim 1 | 

-of a Will, and of a Feoffment in truſtfor {| | 
him; Good God? how naturally | feign'd | | 
when I think of it ; if he was troubledat | f 


my pretended Diſtemper, he was as. much j h 
rejoyc'd to find himſelf, as he imagin'd, fo | y 
well belov'd. Immediately he ſent for |} C 
theiChirurgeon of his Village, who had | ft 
, heard of Cancers, but had never ſeen any | ar 
no more than he; ſo that you may be- - 
na 
mc 
Co 


lieve, it-was eafie for me to perſwade him 

that | had one. Monſieur de Seligny charg'd 
| -him-totake care of me, threatning, That 

| [his Life ſhould anſwer for mine ; which 

ſeeing, ” be was extreamly frighted at. 
I profited of that conjunfuce, and, with I. 
-, a lintle Money, perſwaded him to. tell the 

| _ Marquis, that there was never a Man in 
\ Provence, "that knew how to Cure thoſe Jt v1 
* fort of Diſeaſes; and that only one Phy-- | dot! 
' © iciaty in Paris had that ſecret. I ſeem'd 

averſe to the Journey, or, rather, I cot 

| ceal'd the eager defire | had to make it, .JÞ 
| telling him, 1 bad rather ſtay where wag, 

| abdidhe in his Arms. ', But 1 knew his PÞ rc 
-kindnefs too'great 'to'take me at ee 0 

{ herais'd a conſiderable Sum-of Money, and "250 
- conducted mie higher, where 1 tobk/Ad- Þþ 


. 
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| vice, ſeiz'd upon the Money, and left hins 
taking my Woman, and a.Footman with 
me. For the Form, my Counſel told me 
| muſt. give io a Complaint, _ wherein-L 
ſhou'd. declare, That he had often drawn +» 
his Sword againſt me : Which I did. I 
forgot to tell. you, that at the time when 
he play'd thoſe Fooleries I ſpoke of to 
you, when, he drew, his Sword in my 
; Chamber, 1 cry'd out, PreteBung to be 
frighted, . which occaſion'd my Woman, 
and Footman, to run in, and hand him in 
that poſture , ſa that | made them both 
Depoſe, that they had ſeen him with his. 


naked Sword againſt me.., There needs na. - | 


more iy Juſtice to condemn. him z and my. 
Counſellor aſſures me, - that I ſhall igfalli- 
bly gain. my Cauſe. How much were you - 
to be lamented, Madam, (reply'd Alcan- 
dr?) but you muſt own, that Monſieur - 
de*Seligny is no leſs unfortunate, and that 
it wou'd have been, more for the repoſe of 
both, that you had never married. Don't 
ou . perceive (ſaid Philocrates, addrefling 
imſelf to Alcander) that the misfortune - 
Jproceeds only fromthe Marchioneſs's ne- _ 
Aer having had any inclination- for the 
Alarquis 7 and that if the bad loy'd him, - 
their marriage had been accompany'd with 
Penderneſs and pleaſure ? It is not Love, 
terrupted Alcander) that makes a Hus- 
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*band happy.3 how many are there who 
ſoffer by, the exceſs of love their Wives 
have for them? That's a thing extraor- 


which it will be hard for -you to prove. 
I my ſelf (reply'd Berly) know many ex- 

amples of it, and 1 am perſwaded that the 
Husband of a Coquet, who cares not at all 
for him, is:lefs to be pity'd than one whoſe 
Wife dotes upon him extravagantly. How 
can” that he. (interrupted Philocrates JF 


contradiats her Husband, but is always of 
the ſame opinion with him , always gay, 
always" endeaycuring to divert him, and 
hpeyery moorent ſomerhing new and ples- 
ſant"ro' cell him. When be brings any'of 
his Friends home, ſhe receives them in-the 
moſt odljging manner, fhe entertains them, 
ahd diverts her ſelf with them ; if he ca- 
reſſes, her ſhe returns it 3 if he ſeems cold, 
ſhe neither frees, nor complains of it 3 he! 
has none e of thoſe delicacies of heart whidt 
. ſerve only to make bath unhappy, never 
"afy Jealouſie, no uneafie humours , if ſhe 
has\a Chamber-maid that her Husband 
likes, ſhe , wort turn her away for that ;; 


e, let him attack” well if he can, is 110k" 
ey buſineſs; whereas a. Woman thit love 


- "| 
W— ——— 


dinary ellough, (reply*d Philocrates) and 


vet Wife - (anſwer'd Berly) never 


t her defend her” ſelf,, if ſhe will, fyh | 


x Husband extreamly, L tires h him vight/ 3 


LC 27 ] 
and Day, one while with her proteſta- 
tions of love and tenderneſs made out of 
ſeaſon, by and by with ſuſpicions and re- 
proaches, and even ſometimes with rail- 
ings. Yaloury has often told me, that 
there is nothing ſo inſupportable as theſe 
ſort of Biſcourſes from 4 Wife, for whom 
the Heart is no longer ſenſible, and that 
he had but too much experienc'd it with 
his; ſhe is always a crying, faid he, and 
can hardly -be made to take any nouriſh» 
ment ; it ! fail of coming home to Dinner, 
or to Bed, ſhe won't eat, and will fit up 
all Night to wait for me; ſhe was once 
very handſome, but with this fine way of 
living ſhe is become very frightful. After 
this (ſaid Yaloury to me) mult not you al- 
low that 1am the unhappieſt Man alive in 
a Wite, and that the Husband of a Coquet 
is much leſs to be pity'd ? 1 have heard + 
(reply'd the Chevalier) of Y 'S CON» 
duct with his Wife, *tis ſo highly igrate- 
ful that he is not excuſable in it 3; ſhe was 
a Maid when he fell in love with her, bis 
Paſſion made an impreſſion upon her, and 
ſke receiv'd his Addreſles, but being an on- 
ly Child, and her Birth and Fortune above 


þ — his, her Father was againſt it ; 'ſhe lov'd 


th. bc imagin'd beyond the rigorous sres 


him to that degree, that the pretended to | 
4 be with Child by him; there is nothing to 


» 


o TY 
wv 


her Father gave her, yet ſhe remain'd firm 
and conſtant. ln fine, the Father think- 
ing there was no remedy, to repair the ho. 


? 


nour of the Family, conſented to their 


' Marriage, This baſe Man had not liv'd a 


Fortnight with her, (amiable as ſhe was, 
and tho” ſhe had the laſt tenderneſs for 


- kim.) befoce he took a diſguſt for her, and 


ply'd himſelf to another, much leſs de- 
lerving than ſhe. My God ! how ſottilh 
ow are, Madam de Yalowry, (interrupted 


Hus$band had had to do with me, bow well 
wou'd I have reduc'd him! What wou'd 


Fou have done (reply'd Alcanger!) When . 


a Man (replyed ſhe) believes himſelf en- 
firely -polſets'd of his Wife, and that he 
has nothing to fear, nor to wiſh beyond, 
he quickly falls into an indifference for 


. ker ; "tis that which made Yalowry ceaſe 


fo love his, ſeeing, that he alone poſleſs'd 
her without a ſharer. For. my part, | 
wou'd have aftted more prudently than ſhe 


Aid :. 2a$ ſoon as 1 had perceiv'd my Hus-' 


Sand's. firſt fondneſs for me abated, | 
wou'd have made my ſelf ſome Lovers, 


hom | wou'd have brought ta the Houſe 


that he might ſee them ; Jealoufie wou'd 


2 immediately have awakened- his ſleeping 
*+- Paſſion, and reſtor'd him to me. What. 
% pleaſure ſhov'd I have had in affefting a Þ.. | 


iskly Madam de Seligny?) Ah ! if your 


29 } 


fittle cruelty, and rebuking him at firſt ? 
{ ſhou'd have made my felt a ſecond good: 


Fortune forhim; and thence it. is {tonti- | 


nued ſhe) that Women who are adroit, 
and gallant, are more belov'd by their 
Husbands-than others, becauſe, not find= 
ing themfelves in that tranquil poſſeſſion 
which leads to indifference, they wiſh, they' 
fear, they *hope, deſpair, and' conſolate: 
- themſelves. And '*tis in theſe different agi- 
tations that Love novuriſhes it ſelf ; where-- 
23s the Hugbands of Wives, of Madam 
& V alowry's wmonr, and charatter, hard- 
ly return to their affeCtion, | becauſe they 
don't feel that diverſity of movements,” 
their poſſeſſion being calm, peaceable, ang 
without trouble. Women (reply'd the 
Chevalier) never.want addreis tn the ma-- 
nagement of their amours4 and'after, what 
Madam de YValowry has done, one may ſay, 
with reaſon, that nothing is impollible for” 

them, - to have had the ſecret of becoming” * 
a ſecond geod Fortune to her Husbayd, to 
have made him meet her often, two or 

' three hours after Midnight, uponaſſigne- : 
tions, to have raig'd in him'the higheſt 
tranſports which #-moſt paſſionate Lover, | 
is capable of : And, in fine, by that means; ' { 
; to havebrought him one of the fineſt Chil- 
'5. dren in the World. Tell me, is not that: | 
4. an argument of it ? That's extreamly plea». 4 
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fant, :(arſwer'd the Mafchioneſs) but pray, . 


Sir, oblige me in explaining your ſelf. 
| Madam de Yalowy (reply'd the Chevalier) 
* Jov'd her Husband infinitely, whilſt he had 
| nothing but an verſion for ber, ſo farthat 
he. cou'd not endure, her company, but, 
wor'd: have a ſeparate Bed, which was a 
- moſt ſenſible affliftion to ſo.tender, fo 
fond a Wife. As ſhe was one. day en- 
, deavouring to gueſs at what cou'd be the 
canſe of his behaviour, it came into her 


| thoughts that it muſt needs be the love 


| of ſome other, and, in a little time, ſhe 
| Gifcover'd that he was much. taken. up 
| witha young Widow who was her Neigh- 
| bour; ſhe made. an acquaintance with 
| ber, and manag'd her with ſo much Wig, 


and Addreſs, that in a little time ſhe be- 


came. her moſt- intimate Friend. This 
| Widow was at Law with, her Husband's 
| - Relations for her own Jointure, and ber 
Ghildrens. Fortune ; ſhe was none of the 
| Ticheſt, and the-extraordinary expence of 
|. her Law-Suit Rreightned her very much, 
 Madam.4e Yaloury made uſe of this occa- 
. fron, ſhe ſoliciced the Judges for her, lent 


her Money 3 and, in fine, did her ſo ma- ; 


| ny other ſervices, that ſhe engag'd her en- 
tirely to her Intereſts z which was. fo 


much the eaſter for her todo, the Widow's . 
| heart being prepolle(s'd in- favour of ane», ;þ © 


| 
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ther. - That. ollig'd ber-to-make' Madany 
de Valaury acontidence- of the: paſſion chew 
Husband -had for her, ' what diſcourſe the 
had had with her, the Prefents he wow'd 
have made her 3 and, in fine; with how 
much ſpirit and vigour - he - continually 
preſs'd her. Madam .de- #alowry-theſry'd 
ber not to refuſe his Money, gor |his-Pre+ 
ſents, proffering to deliver the/Merchans 
diſe for her ; . and thns;. by confederacy;. 
they manag'd the Afﬀair.. The Widow 
receiv'd his Preſents, and pretended to 
yield; but. that: which ſeem'd theimaſt diſs 
kcule,: as ſhe ſaid ta /alwry;rwas!tor com 
trive 2 place for the rendezvous, becauſe 
ſhe was:much obſerv'd by; thoſe about herrz. 
that her Woman never left-herall the days / 
whom ſhe durſt not truſt; that ſhe. had a 
little Daughter-extreamly. ſharp, whoob- 
 ſerv'd all things very narrowly; and talk'd 
very much, and that between thetwo; the. 
had a great deal of circumſpection-zo keep: 
mleſs ſhe wou'd ruine- her ſelf. Yalowy- 
ſeeing what difficulties there: wou'd. be in 
the day: time, offer'd to come in the night, 
. whenthey were all in Bed:*He tol# hors 
ſhe need only' give him the. Key that open'd 
all the Doors, and there being bug one Halt 
to go through, -'to come to. ber, in which: 
no. body lay, he rou'd be there withoug 
being ſeen, or making any noife zi 8nd thay 


L 
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he wot'd be 'gone'before day. The Wi- 


dow told-him, that her Woman, and her - 
little Daughter, lay ina Cloſet within her | ; 
| Chamber, and that therefore he-muſt nox h 
| . Speak, vor wake the leaſt noiſe. Shegave | ; 
him'the Key, and he did not fail of keep þ | 
ing. the. -aflignation. Madam de Yaloury (i 
- fopply'd the Widows place, -who had re- | { 
tired to another Room. Our Gallant came, |} , 
and laid himſelf very ſoftly down by his | , 
Wife,. without being perceiv*d by any bo- Fo 
dy inthe Houſe; ſhe did not ſpeak, andit | þ 
was too'dark for-him.to ſee her, ſo that is | ,, 
was nothard matter for her to paſs for the | 5; 
- "Widow, in a place where he cou'd nog | 1, 
"imagine - avy other -Woman-. wou'd be. | » 
' Never Man was more charmd with his | 
|  Bood Fortune, nor in greater ecſtaſies of | ,, 
| " Pleaſure! In fine, the poor Lady was | , 
| Afraid her Husband's Life, - or at leaſt his | j, 
' Health, wes in danger. Day approach- | /. 
-ing he went away, and continu'd this little | ;. 
Commerce for ſometime ; but the plea- | © 
fanteſt part of the Adventure was, the | 
Converſations he had in the day time with. | ,, 
the Widow, 'exprefling the -dear Raptures' | 5, 
_ - of the Night; whichhe exaggerated to fuck | «, 
© - Jheighth, that;ſhe cou'd not refrain from; | £ 
- laughing exceſlively. The better to di } 1. 
* vert her ſelf with it, ſhe ask'd-him, cold» | '.- 
fl 
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| ty, the difference of thoſe he-taſted with. | | 
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his Wife. With my Wife! (reply'd he) 
| never have any, 'tis but by Duty, or 
rather by neceſſity, I ever converſe with 
her; and if [ had not need of her to raiſe 
my Money, (which I can't do without her} 
 ] ſhou'd never ſubmit to it. . Hler Fleſh 
(continued he) is looſe, her-Skin-rough, 


he has no Neck, no moiſture, her Lips 
are cold and icy 3..can any thing: be mare. 
nauſeous ? We muſt own, (aid Madam. we. 


Seligny ) lifting her hands and” eyes to 
Heaven, that there are ſtrange unaccoun» 


table things in Love ! Yaloury has an aver-- 


 fion for his Wife when he knows hery 
her fleſh is looſe,her skin rough, ſhe has no 


Neck,” no moiſture, and her Lips are withe - 


out fire: And yet, when he takes her for 


another, ſhe has none of thoſe faults, and 4 
he has all the tenderneſs and paſſion for her- 


imaginable. But. whence comes this 2 
(continued ſhe) who can give me a-good 


reaſon for it ? He took her (reply d- the:-- 


Chevalier), for. another than .his. Wife 3 
change of Liet whets the Appetice. That 
argument is not juſt (return'd Madam ae 
Seligny) lince tis the ſame objeCt he finds 
ſamerimes diſagreeable' and diſtaſtfal, and 
Jlometimes agreeable and charming, . Ma 
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be it is (reply'd Berly) that the Pleaſures | 


$ 
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and Prohibitions, 
more reliſhing. And 1 remember a wild 
Expreſſion upon this Subje&t, which | have 
often) heard in 7taly,to exaggerate the moſt 
fenſible Pleaſure, Onale guſto [3 foſſe pecca- 


.#o, Neither 'haye you reaſon'd juſtly, 


(reply'd the Marchioneſs;) Madam deYalowy 
loves her Husband paſſionately, which, ac- 
cording to you, ſhe wou'd not do, fince 
tisno Sin incher to love him. 
'tinued ſhe) |the true reaſon is that which 
pave you juſt now, which is, That Love 
Expires as foon as it is without agitation. 
V aloury had nothing to wiſh from his Wife, 
ſhe was all his, he diſpos'd as hepleas'd 
of her Perſon, and her Heart ; and that is 
For his Miſtreſs, he 
went to her but at- certain hours in the 
Night; no doubt there was danger 1n it, 
he had often fears, and apprehenſions, 
which nouriſh'd his Love, and Ttedoubled 
his Franſports, and inclination for his 
Wife, when he thought her his Miſtreſs. 
This puts me in mind (continued (ſhe) of a 


'' Lady of my acquaintance, who is above 
'* _ forty years old, and yet her Husband is 
- as fond of her as he was the firſt day 
And in this manner ſhe - 
preſerves him ſo - She is in a continual } 
reſervedneſs with him, haughty, and new 


he Marry'd her. 


4. yer ſuffers ary familiarity z her 


make all Enjoyments the 


| ſee (con--: 


. 
o 


AT 
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apart, and if her Husband wou'd paſs 
a Night with her, ſhe puts on an affeCted 
ſhineſs, and anger, makes him buy her 

\ | favours, and give her every time 8 

5 Jewel. 


THE 


| SECOND PART. 
WW 
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Hilſt Madam: de Seligry was talkifg 

of Lacquey came to let her 

know, tfaihe Baronneſs of Chardonnay, 


and the .C $ of Reall, with the Viſ- 
count duePin, and the Commander of 
Fuiſſezz was come to wait ypon her. - Ah! 
Gentlemen, (cry'd the Marchionels) what 
Fleaſure are you going to have, in hearing 
this company talk --vpon®the Subje(t of 

our Converſation ! Theſe 'two Ladies, 
elides thayſthey are as be4Fiful as any 
in Paris, they have Wit like Angels. As 
ſhe ſpoke thus the Company came in, aid 


- after the firſt Civilities, when they were 


aU ſeated, the Abbot Sophin, taking up 
thediſcourſe, ſaidts them, You are*come | 
very opportunely, -Ladies, to decide a} 
difficulty which is between Phjlocrates and 


Alcanger, about Marriage : Philocrates} 5 


” main:ainz, That there is much more ſatin” -; 
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fafbion, -and leſs uneaſineſs, inthe Life of 
a married Man, than of one who.is not ſo; 
and Alcander is of a contrary Sentiment. 
What think you of it, Ladies ? (inter- 
rupted the Marchioneſs.) That depends 
upon.the choice of the Perſon (reply'd the 
Baronneſs of Chardonnay.): 'Tis almdft 
impoſſible (anſwer'd Alcander) to chooſe 


well,ina time when a Woman diſguiſes her. 
ſelf, and appears quite contrary to what. 
the is, or what ſhe will be ; whether that. 


be done by a natural temper, or by diſſi- 
mulation, one does not ſuffer the lels by ir, 
Whatever pains-a Woman«akes, (conti- 


rued the. Baronneſs) ſhe can't diſſemble fo || 
wel), .as 8ot_ to be diſcover'd by the clear- - 
light.d. Well, Madam, , (ſaid Alcanger)- 


what quality do you require in a-Woman 
to make a good Wife ? That ſhe be, {re- 
ply'd the Baronneſs) Diſcreet, Devour, 
have Wir, and love her Hnsband. | have 
ſeen ſome (return'd Alcangpr) who had the 


Character in the .World of. poſſeng, W 
ands 


thoſe qualities, and yet'their Husbands 
were not the more happy : What Chagrin, 


what conſtraint, has not a Husband tofuf-- 
fer from a Wife who paſſes for Diſcreet? -}|| 
' She is preſymptuovs, proud, full 'of ker | 
[] _ elf ; ber 'Husband does nothang'well ; ax | 
oF every moment ſhe oppoſes his Sentiments | 

af} and bis Conduct 3 the will dfpoly of Mt, {| 


Fl 


"5'4 
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| rule all, and imagines that, (becauſe ſhe 
| does nat live in the trregularity of other 


laſt Obligations to her for a Vertue, to 
which her Vanity is alone indebted. Nor 
{ will the Husband of a religious Wife have 
ta better Bargain; ſhe'll let her ſelf be go- 
- yern'd by tntereſted Perſons, of falſe Judg- 
F ments, who will diſtratt her Brain, miſ- 
"manage her ACtions, furniſh her Alcove 
| with. Deaths-heads, make her dreſs her ſelf 
in an antick 'and: ſingular manner ; and 
| who, under a pretence of Devotion, will 
engage her to Make her Family faſt, al- 
moſt killing her Husband, Children, and 
: meters with Honger , and by her 

mſeys and Chagrins make a Hell of 
her Houſe. A witty Wiſe is no leſs to be 
fear'd ;, ſhe isinſolent, opinionate, and ill- 


8 him as an ignorant z nothing is well 


] to of minding her Domeſtick Affairs, 
ſhe thinks of nothing but filling up ends 

» of Rhimes, making Verſes, and ſeeking e- 
; Fery month-a good Place in the ereure 
fr. Tho' the Wife, who loyes her 
Jusband, ſeems to be the beſt Lot, fhe is 


Then : as-ſoon as the Husband i is a 
3 cerfainPoint, he has no more P: 


| "Women) her Husband ought to have the - 


. Natur d; ſhe deſpiſes her Husband, looks. 


a a ax A 5 Po ns way wk, we _—_ k£. toO< a mow tmrD@oo«o©« . . . .c.c . mc co 


ught, but what ſhe imagines; and, in- | 


- þ the leaſt. incommode, nor the a | | 
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no more Tenderreſs for his Wife ; mea"! 


while when his Wife loves him; ſhe ſoan 

rceives his indifference ; that creates 
ealouſfie, and night and day he hears no- 
thing but reproaches ; to hear her ſpeak, 


T he is Perfidions, a Traytor, a Villain 


a 
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how innocent foever his Actions are, ſhe 
interprets them criminally, and, upon the 
lighteſt ſuſpicions, writes to a Husband, 
or a Gallant, that his Wife, or his Miftrefs 
betrays him ; if her- Husband laughs, or 


. rallies with her, or careſſes her, that's, 
ſays ſhe, to conceal ſome new Treachery : . | 


If he is thoughtful or chagrin, 'tis for” be- 
ing with her, or his impatience to be with 
his Miſtreſs. You have heard of her, who 
vpon a ſuſpicion that a magnificent Suit of 
Cloaths- which her Husband had” made, 
was to pleaſe a Lady who had a Suit of 
Ribbands of the ſame Colour, threw the 


Cloaths in the Fire before her H 


riſe : Of another, who, diſfguis'd like a 
Footman, follow'd her Husband every 
where, to diſcover his Intrigues ; and of 
that other, who, tranſported with her Jea- 
louſie, met her Husband's Miſtreſs upon 
the bigh way, and, to give him a horror 
and diſguſt for her Perſon, made her be 
ſhamefully abuſed by her #4007-and her 9- 
ther Footmen, and treated. like3 + bf: 
mous Proſtitute': Own, af £ 
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| Manwhois thus belov'd by his -Wife-hag 
not a little to endure. You take all your 
CharaCters in their Extreams ( reply'd 
Philocrates) a Woman may be diſcreet and 
devout, without being chagrin and troy- 
bleſome.z witty, without being fantaſtick 
and proud.; and may love her Husband, 
without being jealous. There are few 
_ Women (reply'd Alcander) who can keep 
the golden Medium; all they dois in ex- 

ceſs. For my part (ſaid the Commander 

' of Faiſſez) if I were to chuſe a-Wife, 
he ſhould be handſome, witty and gay; [ 
- would have her love all manner of Plea- 
fare, Gaming, Balls,. Walks, Plays, and 
Treats; in a word, that ſhe ſhou'd think 
-of nothing but diverting her ſelf. You 
reaſon like a Soldier, (anſwer'd Alcander) 
that is, one of a Profeſſion for changing 
Wives; but a Husband has not that advane 
tage after ſix months enjoyment. of his 
handſome Wife, . this witty, gay Wife, 

* when he has ſeen her riſing from her Bed, 
. -with yellow Complexion, pale Lips, hea- 
vy- Eyes, -diforder'd- Head.cloaths, and 
has heard her talk in her negligent hourg, 
when ſhe does not obſerve her.ſelf, or. 1s 

- out of humour, adieu Tenderneſs and Re- 

Tpect, adieu Eſteem ; he-.takes bis. Purſe | 

- from her,.-refuſes her what . Money .(he ; 
| would have for. her Cloaths,.. her Orng ; 
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ments, znd for Play z he repines at her, 


complains, won't bed with her ; ſhe ſoon - 


perceives-the change : It muſt be reveng'd, 
ſays ſhe, Necklace, Rings, Crochet, Jew- 
els, all is diſpos'd of to-ger Money ; that 
does not ſuffice, a ſeparation muſt be made, 
he's an extravagant unthrife,. cries ſhe, ts 


' the Judges, he keeps Miſtreſſes in Town, 


and- has attempted: againſt my Life; in 
fine, Suppoſitions, Lyes, Artifices, all is 
in ſeaſon for her : In this Foterval the offi- 
cious Lover proffers his aſſiſtance, ſhe ac- 


cepts it : He,.like-the Husband, is tir'd of: 
her, deſpiſes her, andleaves her : She takes: | 
another, ard then'another;z .and ftrowing 
thus'her Favours from Gallant to Gallant, 


ſhe quickly loſes her Honour and Reputa* 
tion 1a the World : Her Husband knows 
all. this, but dares not complain of 26 
__ ; he can get no Witneſſes, and 


e Accuſation will ſaffice 'to: caſt hint} 
and make him be condemned to a Reſtitd»- 


tion of his Wife's Portion, which ſhe has 
conſum'd the beſt part. of. Judge, after 


this, if it be advantageous to marry-a hand-« 
ſome Wife. _ Well then, - marry! her foo-" 
liſh and ugly, ;i(return'd the Commander;) 


| ſhou'd-. not love (reply'd | Alcauger.) to 
bluſh in Company-at-the Folly and - 


| tinence of my Wife.” And for ugly (aflu- 


be 
\ 
* 


med the Chevalier) 1-don't adviſe: hi 
"ITS . | 8 
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the muſt paint,and that's'a vail Expence ta 
2Map. You appear very: difficult: and 
cantious {interrupted the Counteſs of 
Keall, addrefling her ſelf to Alcander) but 
"tis ſuch as you that are the ſooneſt en- 
inar'd; and to give my Sentiments upow 
the Matter, 'tis more honourable and ad-' 
vantaficous:for a: Man to 'marry,. than toi 
renonnce' it all his life : Yes (purſuyd: ſhe} 
after having ſeen the life and end of Singai 
mis and Agamis, I ſhall always be of that 
"Opinion. All the Company, who. were 
divided:upon. Philocrates and. Aloarder's Dix 
ſpute; had a Curiofity'to: know their Sto« 
ry, and begg'd the Counteſs. to give them: 
a, recital of it; which: ſhe did in thels: 
Words. | 


* 
+ a »- . 
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' The Hiſtory of Singamis aud Agamig.* 


Q gem and Aramis were'two-Brothersy' 
of an itiuftrious- Family, 'and'had® 
both very conſiderable Fortunes : My Mo-* Je 
ther was the deareft: Friend their.Mother® [Ex: 
had in the World; who in dying comman- 

' ded them to be governdiby-her 3 they 6-© 138 
\ bey'd her ſo well ab firſt, that they did JVo 
- nething of conſequence without communk 10 
cating it to her. When they were arriv'#Þit 
to anApe which they might think of Mar- 
Triage, my Mother ſpoke to- them of ies 1 
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Her Advice was, that they ſhould both 
marry 3 Religion, and the fine Eſtates 
they had, ferv'd her for a Reaſon ;, bug 
teithier of them would hearken to it : A- 
«ni, who was the eldeſt, had- an invin- 

le repugnancy. to. it, which ſhe could 
zot ſurmount. ; but for Singams, tho" he 
ſkem'd. very averſe to it, yet, ſhe reduc'd 
him, and undertook to provide him a ſul- 
tableMatch; and inthis manner ſhe. de- 
fign'd.it; ſhe would have her of ſome For» 
tuge, but did not ſtand for a little moxey 
ora litcle leſs ; above all things (he ve» 
quir'd, that ſhe ſhould be,one bac. of a dif 
creet-and vertuons Mother, who.had given 
tera good Education, perſwaded that the, 
Daughter would have. the ſame laclina- 
Bow ſhe. was ſo; prepoſleſt with that Be- 
&, and: had. obſerv'd it ſo often, .. thas 
when ſhe heard of the Looſneſs. ar Gallan» 
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d railing her dead Mother, to: ſhow that; 
theDaughter had done nothing but by ber 
- JExample: : She did not deſire an. extraors' 
ry Beauty, ſaying, that its conſequens, 
Jas were dangerous. z and provided that & 
EIFoman had a gentile Air, and: nothing 
pecking in herFaceorShape,ſhe cou'd bear 
Bith the reſt ; becauſe, fGid ſhe, how de-. 
Witate ſoever a Woman's of Beauty, if 


1288 have Modeſty and Diſcretion, ſhe al- 
"SEE | ways 


| 


of any young Woman, ſheneverfail'd; 


me, (reply'd the Counteſs of Real briskly } 


imiling, and rerurning from her ſharpneſs 


meet at a publick Place without knowing 


Þ 44 ' 
ways pleaſes: She'believ'd the je ve ſeg 
quoy. Then (interrupred the Viſcount dy 
Pin,) It was very neceſſary'to interrupy 


| declare.if you do it again, 1 ſhall think 
my Story Fatigues, and will break it off: 
Yes, Monſieur-the Viſcount, (continu'd ſhe 


ſhe was ſo far perſwaded, that we fe 
for one another a certain je ne. ſcay 

of Love or Hate, that before ſhe could de: 
termine in her choice of Sophron;a, (in 
whom ſhe found all the Qualities ſhe look 
for to form a prudent Wife,) ſhe would 
know whether the je ne ſcay quay was not 
contrary to her Deſigns ; and thus purſu't 
her Reſolntions. One day, having cot 
triv'd. that” Singamis and Sophronie ov 


one another, and without having the 
knowledge of 'her Intentions; ſhefer/her 
ſelf to railly Sophronia, to jear her very 
ſharply, and even to turn her into ridicule; 
'twas eafie to know in obſerving Singamy, 
what he would feel for Sophronia ; in that 
moment the ze ne ſcay quoy appear d. The 
Youth ſuffer-d more than ſhe ; he d14"WnIX 
beſt to defend her ; and -in going out Boy! 
own'd ſincerely to my Mother, that he nag... 
been vex'd ather- for uſing the poor youngysu 
Lady fo ill. My Mother, without one 
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rering her ſelf, -made him ſome little re- 
proaches for it ; and telling him ſhe had 
nothing of agreeable in her, drew a con- 
ſeſſion from him, that ſhe wav'd pleaſe him 
better than another z that was what my 
Mother wiſh'dz ſhe made no longer a my- 
ſtery of her Reſigns; and, after having gt 
ven him a Reaſon for all ſhe had done, ſhe 
made -him conſent to marry Sophronia, 
What is moſt {iny;ular ard.remarkable in 
this Adventure. is, that tv” many young 
People had taken Sophroniy's part again 
wy Mother, ſhe had nov Acknowiedgments, 
and was only ſenſible of what Singamss had 
ve for her : ſo much, that ſhe cou'd not 
rbear. boaſting of it inceſſantly, as my 
other was afterwards informed ; ' nor 
did ſhe delay to conclude the Marriage. 
Ah, 4lcander,. (cry'd the Counteſs of Re- 
al here,) how intirely will you alter your 
Opinion, when you have ſeen the different 
Conditions of theſe two Brothers in the | 
courſe of their Lives, and in their Deaths ! l 
There was nothing but Sweetneſs, Satisfa- | 
(tion, Conſolations, Peace of Conſcience, 
4 and Glory,for Singami:s,nothing but Shame, l 
wixcorn, Chagrin, Deſpair , and Remorſe 
er Agamis, as you are going to ſee. © 
op Sophronma was officious, humble , and 
licreet with her Husband ; and in her Fa- 
uy ſhe kept a charming mildneſs, ming- 
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made her ſelf beloy'd, and engag'd all that 
belong'd to her to do their Duty, withont 
ever brawling or quarrellingz and if any 
ns was out of order, with "the juſteſt 
Reaſons, handſomely inſpired, ſhe infor. 
med their Judgments, and brought theth 
firſt to condemn their own Errors them- 
ſelves; it was not poſſible but ſo engaging 
a Condutt muſt touch the heart of Sings- 
2s; But, in the mean time, his being mat- 
ried did not hinder him from having ſome 
little remainder of his former lnclinations, 
either for Entertainments, Gaming, or his 
old Miſtreſſes. Singamis lov'd to treat 
his Friends; Sophrona receiv'd them in the 
beft manner in the World ; ſhe hadalways 
an open and ſmiling Countenance ; ſaid'a 
hundred pretty things; and all-thingy 
were ſo well order'd at her Houſe, thaz 
he was better pleas'd there than in any ©, 
ther Place. When Singamisreturn'd oy 
Play very late, ſhe wou'd open the Do 

to him her ſelf, with an Air of Gaiety and 
Kindneſs ; arid if he chid her for not'b& 
ing in Bed, ſhe anſwer*'d him that her Ser-J at 
vants had wak'd ſeveral nights before; and| mi 
that ſhe wou'd fit up in her turn, Y | 
they might be the better able to ſerve hilly iis 
the next day 3 that ſhe cou'd ſleep in T8 Þ> 
morning z and that, in fine, ſhe had a mungg'wh 
to drink with him of the Liquor that Wage 
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{ | to have ready againſt his coming home. 1f 
ſhe.obferv'd in her Hausband's Face any re- 
pret for-his Loſſes /at Play, ' without ſeem- 
ing:to perceive it, tie wou'd ſpeak to him 
of People who were'to. bring - him money 
very ſhortly, and always turn'd the ſtate 
of their Affairs on the beſt fide: . What{he 
had the moſt pain to diſgeſt, was his cor- 
reſpondence | with his former Miltreſles; 
however ſhe did not complain of it, nor 
ſhow the leaſt diſcontent in her' Pace? 
but when ſhe had made any new Diſcovery 
upon it, ſhe wou'd retire into her Clo- 
ſet, to vent her Grief in Tears: If 
her Husband ſurpriz'd her in that condi- 
tion,” immediately wiping her Eyes, "and 
coricealing* her Sadneſs, ſhe recaver'd her 
former Looks, and liv'd evenly with him: 
If he prevented her, and unaccns'd, offer'd 
to jaſtifie himſelf, ſhe receiv'd all he faid 
with' a 'mild-and ſabmiſfive Air, - letting 
bim-uriderſtand that ſhe did Tot think her 
klf-deſerYing'enough to poſſeſs him intire- 
ly, and that ſhe was not born for ſo great 


r-| a Happineſs. Tho? fo diſcreet and char- 


ting a Behaviour, as Sophronia's, was ca- 
= of withdrawing Singamis from all 

} youthful Extravagancies, a Son and 
he ÞDanghter Which ſhe- had by him, and to 
ag with ſhe-had'given an extraordinary good 
Wucation, were-no little helps to her ; 
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Gnuittarr to perfeftion , and underſtood 
Heraldry, Geography, Chronology and. 
Hiſtory. Admire what Power a wiſe and 
yertuous Wife, afliſfted by amiable and 
well-educated Children., has over her 
Husband's Mind, to . bring him to his 
Duty. This Man, who lov'd nothing but 
Gaming, Feaſting, Women, and Driokingy 
plays now. no more but with his Childreng 
WHI cat no where but in his own Houſe; 
apd can endure no.other Company. but his 
Wife's. | I can't (faid he ofren- to my 
Mother, | can'c enough adimice my change; 
I us'd all my Endeavours before I was mar- 
ry'd; to cure my ſelf of my paſſion for 
Play 1 'was inceflantly- in. the- Tavernz 
and among Women, notwithſtanding the 
many reproaches I made my ſelf for it, and 
the remorſe I ſuffer'd; but now I have i 
great a horror and diſguſt for thoſe fort 
of things, that I cannot conceive what ſas. 
tisfaCtion 1- found in 'ern'then : My only 
Pleaſure is in being with my Wife ang 
Children ; I paſs my days the moſt agrees 
ably imaginable in ſeeing them play toge» 


ambition is bounded in giving them a g 


ble Fortune, As tbe Counteſs of A 
ſpoke thus, the Baronnefſs of Chardon 
interrupting her, ſaid, Madam , 'tis 

1ailiih ' 1 Tmleas'\q that 'E | 
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Education, and making them a confideras; 
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ther and cares one another ; and all my JHo 
ood Fitar 
ned 
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with hearing yon 3 and we are reſolv'd 
not to leave you till you have finiſhed your 
Relation, tho Play time approaches, : 
that we bave engag'd our ſelyes fo be there. - | 
2s you know, | underſtand you, reply'd - 
the Counteſs; you would have me make 
an end, | will obey you, Madam ; beſides 
Alcander ſuffers too much by the recitghof 
'what Pleaſures Singam# enjoy'd in Marri- 
2ge ; but let him not deceive himſe}f, he 
will be yet worſe entertain'd with alll have 
to ſay to him of Azam, A 

To conclude, (continu'd the Counteſs} by 
Singami and Sophronia, having made it their - 
whole buſineſs and pleaſure to fornz. the 
Minds and Hearts of their Childfen, and 
to give them great Fortunes, thy matle 
them the moſt finiſh'd Perſons, and the 
moſt deſir'd Matches in Pars, and marry'd 
them into the Families of ſome of the chief 
Miniſters of State ; which gave. them a 
great elevation in the World, and being 
the occaſion of making Singami:'s Merit 
known, the King gave him a conſiderable 
& JEmployment, in which he grew old with 
W-JHonour, and dy'd with Firmneſs and Con- 
d&Iſtancy in the Arms of his Wife, who ſoft- 
$Id his laſt moments, by telling him, that 
tey cou'd not be ſaid to dye, who left 
uch Children as his behind them. - After  -*: 
8 Death, Sophronia diſpos'd of what he _ 


P-. 


Perſon, with whom he fanſied he might leap 


L 5e 3 
thad:left, -and retir'd into a Convent, where 
:/be dy'd with a laſting Fame of SanCtity. 
"You have ſeen, (purſu'd the Counteſs, ) 
ithe Life and Death of Singamis, who mar- 
ry'd by my Mother's Advice; and 1 am 
Boing to tell you, that of Agamis his Bro. 
ther, who wou'd never hear of it ; after 
which you ſhall judge if 1 have not reaſon 
£0 adviſe for Marriage. B 
Agamis, young, handſome, rich, of 


quality, /zallant, unmarried, and deſign- | 


20g never to marry, did not fail of finding 
thoſe ſort of lucky Adventures , after 
Which young People run with ſo much a- 
widity; however paſſing whole hours hid 
iv a Cloſet, and ſometimes in a Cheſt, 
£carcely daring to brezthe; getting haſt 
ly down upon Linen ty'd together, from 
a Chamber-wincow into the ſtreet, by the 
Fayour of the Night, and in fear of being 


Sirpriz'd by the Watch ; hearing, as hef- 


was retiripg home, Muſquet-balls about 
His- Ears ; being attack'd by Aflaſſivates; 
Jegratitude and Infidelity of Miſtreſles, 
Doors, Chyrurgeons, almoſt always at 
his Heels, were lnconveniences which dif 
hearten'd Agamis from aiming at theſe 
magingry good Fortunes, and made hit 
take the reſolution of fixing himſelf ro ons 
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upon Sco-tina, who was a Maid under the 
Conduct of a Mother, uneaſie in ber For- 
) | tune, and of a humour to ſuffer all things 
- | for a good Entertainment, or the ſmalleſt 
a | Profit : Scortina plaid her part to admira- 
. | tion; ſhe was no great Beauty, but had 
r | in her Air, and in her Carriage, | know 
a | not what of tender, and moving, which 

charm'd, and with which ſhe engag'd A- 
f | gamis very far. To have ſeen her, you 
1. | wou'd have thought her the diſcreeteſt, 
g | moſt reſerv'd young Woman in Frence; 
x | and ſhe had already deceiv'd many, who 
a- | had look'd npon her as a Prize z bus Aga- 
id 4s fell deeper in the ſnare than all the 
ſt, | reſt ; Bilers-dour, Verſes, Declarationsof 
ti- | Love, Plays, Opera's, Rings, Crochet of - 
mi Diamonds, Pearl-necklaces ; in, fine, all 
he ways were try'd before he cou'd be heard; 
ng and then he muſt believe, ſhe yielded bur 
he 4- to' the violent Paſſion ſhe had for him. 
zu] One day as he importun'd her, (judge of 
8; the CharaQer of this cunning Creature,) 
es, 1 fhe threw her ſelf at his Feet, proteſted 
; tf} ſhe had never lov'd any Man ſo much as + 
ſhe lov'd him; and burſting. into Tears, 
conjur'd him not to ruine ber, in making 
an ill uſe of the tenderneſs ſhe had for him. 
ef This Diſcourſe ſtopp'd Agamis, who was 
0d. an Enemy to all Violence, ,You will love 
Me no more my Dear, (continu'd ſhe.) anc 


Tye } 


| 
| then ariſing triumphantly, ſhe went and 
threw her ſelf upon a Couch, from whence 
ſhe look'd& upon Agamis with inſulting 
Eyes: The poor Youth has own'd to me 
ſince, that he was apon the Point of going 
to ask her Pardon, when ſhe rowling her 
Adying Eyes pretended to ſwound away : 
Agamis run to her aſſiſtance, and inſenſji- 
bly forgetting his Vertue, he gave himſelf 
uptothe tranſport of his Love ; not Z£# 
eretia raviſh'd ſhow'd ſuch lively, or ſuch 
| ardent Sentiments of Grief and Vengeance; 
twenty times ſhe Ileap'd to Agamir's Sword, 
and as often offer'd to kill her ſelf. Dif. 
Tembling 7ilr! *rwas only to give him the 
greater Idea of her: You imagine well e._ 
nough, that having begun with this arti- 
. fice, ſhe made uſe of many others. To 
/- Havejudged by Appearances, ſhe had an af- 
l feCtion for Azams beyond all that can be 
£onceiv'd ; upon the leaſt diſorder or cha- 
; grin he bad, ſhe was inconſolablez never 
Woman appezr'd ſo diſintereſted ; for 
Him. (fhe ſaid.) ſhe wou'd have ſacrific'd 
'hher Fortune, Life, and Honour; ſhe had 
- had a general averſion for all Men, and 
cord not conceive how ſhe was capable of 
' fo violent a Paſſion for Agamis;, mean'while 
this was all meer cunning and diſlimulation, 
" in which her Intereſt only was concerwd;, 
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or three Men at once ; but the-poor cert 
dulous Agamis gave up his Faith entirelys 
to all ſhe ſaid, and believ'd himfelt the 
happieſt of Men, in having found a Perſon 
ſo ſenſible, ſo vertuous, and one who loy'd& 
him ſo tenderly ; which made- him free 
himſelf from all other Engagements, that: 
he might be wholly hers; as ſoon as ſhe ||} 

perceiv'd it, ſhe begun with making hee | 
ſelf Miſtreſs of his Houſe ; ſhe chang d-alfl 
his Servants; woud have the Purſe in pre«. 
tence of good Huſwifcry ; and influenc'd 
him in ſuch a manner, as to make hia6 |} 
quarrel with his Relativns, and break with- |! 
all his former Friends. In fine, all his Af- || 
"| fairs: were manag'd by . Scortina's Order. Iii 
* | She hada Son, upon which the wretched” 
| Agamis madly doted, and thought: of no». 
" | thing but deceiving the Laws, to make him- 
Heir of all his Eſtate after his Death. Scors 
tina, taking hold of that occaſion, pre-- 
vail'd with him in a Sickneſs which he had, 
: | to enter into many Obligations to her ad- 
| | vantage, and ſome of her Gallants;. by. 
1 | which he thought he cou'd hazard nothing. 
1j having them in his poſleſhon. To con- 
clude, Scortina's Son gave Agamis a thou- 
iand diſturbances ; he wou'd be all the day 
in Taverns and il] Houſes, and fre 
+8 none but Robbers ;, by and by they bring. 
ad. him home drunk, and withour ſenſe; at. . 
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| - other times dangerouſly wounded ; ano- 
, ther day he muſt be hid, becauſe he has 
KilFd or wounded ſome body ; and many 
times he was in Priſons, and upon 'the 
. Point of receiving a ſkameſul and ignomi- 
| - riv'd to that heighth, that be offer'd ſeve- 
| ral times to beat, and even kill both Age- 
| 8s and Scortina: And, for her part, ihe 
 liv'd nobetter than her Son at laſt 3; but 
|. gave her ſelf to a thouſand Ragncs, with 


[- whom ſhe drank, and committed a hun- 
|  dred other Infamiesz which compleated 


| 

' 
; 
! 
| 

; 
: 
: 


| She communicated her Diſtemper to Ag«- 
|| ons, Who then began to know her, and 
| wouw'd have taken meaſures to get himſelf 
| ont of her hands; but ſhe perceiv'd it, 
| upon which ſhe gave him a flow Poiſon, 
| ſtole the. Key of his Cabinet from him, and 
{ took his Money, and all the Obligations 
l he had fign'd in the time of his Sickneſs ; 
I retir'd from his Houſe, and by virtue of 
_ theſe Obligations made his Goods be ſeiz'd 
| + on, and deſpoil'd him of them all ; ſo that 
| the unhappy Agamss, abandon'd and de- 
| ſpisd by all the World, ſpoil'd and ruind 
- by the Diſeaſe, and the Poiſon ſhe had gi- 
1 ven him, dy'd in extreme Miſery, and in” 
# / the higheſt Deſperation. * 


4 
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nious Sentence : .[n fine; his Brutality ar-/ 


| theruine of her Reputation and her Health: . 
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The Counteſs. of &:al had no ſoonet” 
ceaſed to ſpeak, than all the Company de- 
clard for Marriage, and was of Philocra- 
:ez's Opinion : The: Marchioneſs of Seligny 
declar'd her ſelf with more violence than: 
: the reſt ;. ſhe ſaid that a vertuous Wife has 
always certain Sentiments of Honour in 
her Heart, which gives incomparably more 
fatisfaCtion, than the irregular Manners of 
a Miſs; and that a legitimate Child finds 
in himſelf the Dignity of his Origin z 
whereas a natural Child expreſſes, for the 
moſt part, in his Actions, the ſhame of big 
Birth, and the irregilarity of his Parente- - 
corrupted Manners; and ended, ſaying. 
with a ſharp and- raillying Tone, that one 
muſt have a mind of a very ancontobe'and 
fantaſtick CharaQer, to defend a contrary 
Opinion. However .{lcander ſtill per= 


fied in his, 82d even maintain'd maine] Wl. 


had never ſeen ſuch Enormities commi 
by Miſſes, or Baſtards, as had'been afted . 
by Wives, and legitimate Children, Haye | 
we not known, ſaid he, a legitimate Dayghs © |} 
ter, harbour for three years, and punt in + |} 
execution the horfible Deſign of poiloning © 
her own Father, who lov'd her tenderly, 
and from whom ſhe had receiv'd a: thog- . ] 
ſand Kindneſſes? Was there ever any thing -. | 
heard of to parallel that, dotie by-a-natu-- } 
ral Child? Have not we lately ſgena Wife,-. 
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| whohad given Money to have her Husband - 


be Aged 3 another, who had: rais'd a 
falſe accoſation againſt hers, which won'd 


have expos'd him to a moſt cruel and ip. 


nominions Death: Did ever ſuch things 
enter into the Thoughts of a Miſtreſs, or 
Itegitimate Child ; and yer they have beet 
a GA by lawful Wives and Children, and 

oſc of Quality. They ſay Scortina poi- 


4 - fon'd Agamis, how probable is that ? His 


Death wou'd have made too great a noiſe 


- in the World; and fo black an Action 
cou'd not have eſcap'd the Rigours cf &. 


Chambre ardente: It may be indeed ſhe 
robb'd him 3 but how many Wives have 
done as much, (continu'd he, looking with 
a malicious ſmile upon the Marchioneſs of 
Seligny, , opon which ſhe bluſh'd, The 
aronels perceiv'd it 

onverfation ihou'd grow too hot, to pre- 
vent it, roſe haſtily ; and, caſting her Eyes 


ypon her Watch, ſaid ſhe fear'd the Play - 


was bepun, and that they mnſt not loſe 


time, but go thither immediately z which - 


ſhe did with all the Company, except Fhi- 
kecrates, Alcander, and the Abbot of Sophin, 
who were more for walking. | The Coach 


i was ſcarce out of St. Germains, when Al- 
li 


exnder taking up the Diſcourſe, ſaid, what 


ſhocking, extravagant Women are here ?!.. 
$- ow docs that Baroneſs of Chardonnay" | 


and, fearing the. 
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dare with 2n inch thick of red and white 

upon her face, to maintain that Air, of 
Reſervedneſs and. Gravity ? That canh- 
dent Counteſs of Real, ought not ſhe 
to have dy'd with ſhame, in reciting ſuch - 
an imprudent Story as Scortina's ;_ and for *'!!| 
that Extravagance-of Seliyny, what think- 
you of her, to rob her Husband, leave 

bim, .and ſue him to a ſeparation, becauſe 

he loves her too well? How I pity (pro- 
ceeded he) the unfortunate Men who are 

troubled with ſuch Wives. Ah, how free 

is my Lesbia from thoſe ſort of defeCts ? 

All the Women I lee, ſerve only to make. 
her appear the more agreeable to me; - 
pure Water is al] her Paint ; but meeting . 
a.Man's Eyes makes her bluſh; ſhe keeps © Þ 
two thouſand Lowi:'dores for me, which -. li 
I think ſafer with her than in my own Ca- 

biget ; and is ſo diſintereſted, that | cow'd * 
ſcarce oblige her to receive the - Ruby ? 
which I gave her, All that. Ze-bia has + 
done for. you, (interrupted Philecrares,) *, | 
comes not near the Obligations I have to= | 
Frandel:ſa ;, ſhe had broke off with Phila- - || 
bell, was reſoly'd to leave the World, and | 
confine her ſelf to a Convent , but for me ' 
alone has chang'd her. reſolution, and me” } 
alone ſhe loves. | 1 
AS Philocrates ſpyke thus, the S#&7 had 

4 cover'd it ſelf with p Chong fo Yuck and 
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l| dark, that they cou'd hardly with the 
; help of the Lights diſtinguiſh their way ; 
which oblig'd their Coachman to drive as 
faſt as he cou'd to the next Tavern, Phi. 
locrates, Alcander, and the Abbot Sophin, 
being come out of the Coach, went into 
the firſt Room in the Tavern, where they 
found two Gentlemen who conteſted to- 
gether about the Valve and Beauty of a 
Ruby ; he that had it in his hand, and 


that it was not : Alcander calling to mind, 
that tho* the Ruby which he had giv'n 
Lesbia was a very good one, many People 
{+ had taken it for falſe, had a Curighty to 
i - fee that which the Gentlemen held ; and 
" Mfepping ſoftly forward behind him, he 
. faw it very near ; it ſeem'd to him ex- 
|} - tremely to reſemble that he had preſented 


| * Lesbia with, - which caus'd ſome diltur- 


bance in him : He who had the Ruby ha- 


ving turn'd his Head, and ſeen Alcander in | 
that condition, haſtily hid it 3 and pot-" 


withſtanding the violent Rain, went pre- 
fently out of the Tavern accompany's 
with the Perfon- with whom he was. 

| wou'd fain know (ſaid Aleander) who 
thas Gentleman is to whom the Ruby be- 
longs. 1don't know him, (reply'd Philo 


| orates;) kt for him that was with him, Io. 


who was the Owner of it, ſaid, that it 
was an Oriental Ruby, the other affirm'd - 
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with Fraudeliſa, whom ſke cou'd not en- 
dure, and whoſe Vilits. ſhe refugs'd, be- 
cauſe of his too free and diſreſpeCtful Cars 
riage. 'Tis the Owner ofthe Ruby (in- 
terrupted Alcander) that 1 would know ; 

methinks his is very like that which i 


gave to Lesbis, and 1 wou'd fain find ous 


om whence he- had it. He is really jea- 
lous, ( anſwer*d Philocrates , laughing, ) 


and thinks Zesbia gave his Raby to thap- 


Man. Iam very far from it; (return'd M- 


cander,) 1 know Lesbia too well to do her 


that Injaſtice z the poor Creature was like 


to dye for Grief when ſhe loſt it, and of 


had much ado to comfort her; 
Tho' Altander was very confident of ©. 


Lesbia's Fidelity, yet the quick and can- | ti 


fus'd manner 'with which :he had hid 
Ruby, the precipitation with which. 


had gone out of-the Tavern, tho” it x = P 
j violently, and the reſemblance he oe | 


in his Ruby to that which he had gavn 
Lesbia, diſquiered him, and gave him a 


Chagrin; which was perceiv'd by the Ab-' _ | 
-bot,, and which oblig'd him to call ane of 


his Servants, and command him to inform 


himſelf with addreſs,of the Names of thoſe 
two- Genelemen. The Fellow. told: Him, . 3 
that apparently he ſhou'd not have "my 


Ciffict 


can tell you his Name, (continu'd he ;) *tis 
Philabel, he that was deſperately in loye ' 
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room 1r order to it. 


. Ceivd, © Philocrates alledg'd that moſt. Ru. | 


 did'not know what to think of the ſurprize 
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difficulty it learning them ; that they, had 
feet a Footman back to the Tavern to ſtay 
for the Anſwer of a Letter which-was to be 
drought thither ; that he was a Country. 
Fellow whom it wou'd be eaſis to manage 
with a Bottle. One-of the-two, (ſaid 4l- 
6anaer to the Servant,) has a Ruby; if 
thou canſt learn from whom he hadiir, and 
how, what Obligation ſhall I-have to thee, 
2nd how. gratefal ſhall I be ? The Servant 
goers fo uſe all-his Endeavoursfop- 
is ſatisfaCtion, and ſo wert- out of the 


' In the mean time, Philocrates, Alcauder, 
and the Abbot, fe!] ro making RefleCtions 
upon what: they had ſeen. Alcander ſaid; 


"WP that never any Ruby had more reſembled 


that which he had giv'n Lesbia; and' that 
1 ſeeing them together one might be de- 


hies'were alike, and that-it was-very diffs 
eanlkt to know their difference :- The 'Aabot 


an&aſtoniſhment- theſe two-Men were in 
and'of their haſty retreat-notwithſtanCing 
tize-Rain. Philocrates, with a diſdainful 
and: raillying Air, ſaid; Philabel/; affeQted 
'with his being to; marry Fraugeliſa, cou'd 
not bear- his ſight; and therefore” was-re6- 
tix'd :- In fine, every one reaſon'd after his 
'Fancy,, til the Abbots Servant came-to- 


, 0! p . 
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infoxm- thew, that the Owner of- the-Ru- || 
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- known. to.marry'd People. 


by was call'd Cleanthus;- that a Ladywhad. / 
preſented him with ir, w ho was very ſhort= "| 
ly te give him two thouſand Lowss dore's, li 
and to be marry'd to him; that that Foot-: ||} 
man, (who belong'd toCleanthwus,) did not \ 
know the Lady's Name, but had only told |} 
bim, that one day ſhe and Cleanthus being ||| 
in an Arbour- in the Garden of St. Cloug, | 
and talking together, he had hid himſelf- 
behind the Arbour, where he heard all 
that he told him. | 
After the. Servant had givin this Ac- ||| 
count, and was retir'd, Philecrates caſting ||} 
his Eyes upon the penſive Alcander ; *Tis "| 
then thy Le-bia, (ſaid he to him,)- that | 
Maid ſo mov'd with the loſs of the Ruby | 
thou had'ſt giv'n her : Alas ! that Accident | 
feem'd to her a preſage: that thou woud"ſt } 
ceale to love her:z ſhe believ'd *twow'd be ||| 
ker death, poor Girl : Deſt thou obſerve || 
how diſintereſted ſhe is and how faithfully | 
the keeps thy two thouſand Lowis & Ore's? || 
That Maid ſo free from all Eogagements, | 
who bated for thy ſake all other Meng || 
that Heart which thou haſt kept ſo well in !i 
breath, by the diverlity of- Exerciſe.thou 
gav'ſt-it, and by the fear-of loſing thee : 
In fine, that Heart which Iov'd thee-in a 
manner ſo nice, ſo delicate, and ſa ug- }| 
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Don't inſult-over the unhappy, (reply'd 
| Mlcander ;) In whom hou'd. ons ep? P” 
lery'd he; Lesbia give my Ruby to a 
Wretch, a Fellow without Name ! Lesbia 
unfaithful tro me! LZe-bia treacherous ! 
| Tesbiareſolv'd to rob me ! 
. | In whom ſhou'd one confide, (interru- 
Þted Philocrates,) in a Maid of Quality, 
"well educated, and who looks upon you 
as her Husband ; in fine, in Fraudelſa, 
n+ whom appears a thouſand charming 
Qualities, a thouſand Vertues ? This Con- 
verſation was interrupted by the noiſe of a 
Footman, who had brought a Letter, and 
ask'd for Phitabell in the Court: 
. Philocrates looking out of the Window, 
faw that it was Fraudeliſa's Footman, 
Which made him colour : Alcander obſer- 
ving it, hada mind to ſee who it was, and 
" he knew him too; ſo that without giving - 
any hint of his Suſpicion, that perhaps he 
had brought the Anſwer, which Cleanchu's. f , 
Footman waited for, he went 1mmediate- 
'ly down ; and having found in a paſlage, f 
through which the Fellow muſt needs paſs, 
" a corner ſo dark that one cou'd hardly by 
diſcern any body in it, he plac'd himſelf c 
"there to wait for him ; and as ſoon as he 
was near enough, ask'd him ſoftly for 
 Fraudeliſſes Letter, at the ſame time put- 
ting a Crown Ig, his hand ; The Footmany, . 
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who cou'd not ſee him that ſpoke to him | 


by reaſon of the obſcurity, did not go40/ 
imagine that it might be ſome other than 
Philabel, who ask'd for the Letter 3 and 


not being very ſorry to have a Crown, he 


took it haſtily, gave the Letter without 
making any farther refleQtion, and went 
his way. 
' the room where he had left his Friends; 
and after having unſeal'd the Letter, he 
gave ic Philocrates, asking him if he knew 
the hand; Philocrates anſwer'd that it 
ſeem'd ro be Fraudeliſa's: And then AMlgan- 
der told him how he got it 3 which you 
may imagine gave both him and the Abbot 


an extreme impatience to read it : And i 


theſe Terms it was conceiv'd. 


LETTER 


0 U' are ignorant of wh. force the firſt 
Engazements have , and you as little 


know my Heart, when you imagine it capable 
of loving any Man but you; if I marry Phi- 
tocrates, 1 ſubmit to the cruel and terrible 
 Commanas of a Father, who will ſacrifice me 
to. that great Law-ſuit which has ſo long de- 
vour d his Family. 


will not then be found of the Sacrifice; "tis 


Alcander as ſoon return d to 


The Heart of the Viftim © 


deſtin'd for a cruel, for thee, ungrateful Man. | 


» Alcander had no ſooner read this Letter, 
than returning it to. Philecrates, and look- 
8g yvpon him with aſerious Air, he ſppke 
to: him in theſe. Words: This Letter (ſaid | © 
he to him:) makes me change my. Senti. | ? 
ments,..converts me from my Errors, .and þ 
reconciles me to. Marriage. Ah, Philo. ( 
erates, { continu'd he,). how happy are | 
\ ypu, that can for your whole Life engage 
-* to your ſelf a Maid of ſo much Henour, F 
one. who loves you ſo. faithfully ! See how ( 
 the- hates Philabe!, that imprudenr, un. : 
mapgerly Man, whq made the poor Girl v 
bluſh ſo often ; bow regular and agrees Þ ,, 
- bleaLifeare you going to live togethery | 
the more you ſee her,. the more. you .will F 
diſcover her extraordinary Qnalitics, ., and ti 

* the more you will be ſatisfy'd with your 
choice; you will make of ' your Duty a & 
' ſoft habitude of. loving one another; ſhe. || ” 
will furniſh you with a thouſand innocent T 
to 
ye 
th 
M 
on 
ly 
re 
; 
W: 


| Pleaſures, withdraw you from Debauch@. 

'Iy, by an exceſs of lawful Joys ; ſhe will 
bring you the comfort of fine. Children, 

-— and the Letter ſhe has writ-to Philabel al: 
ſures you of. ic.. Here Alcander, quitting 
his Gravity, cou'd not. for tear langhing 
heartily; and, in that moment, the Coach- 
- man came in to advertiſe them, that the 


Rain was over, but that there remain'd ſo 


thick a Cloud in the. Air, that. it ſeew'd 
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to threaten a more furions'Storm than the 
firſt; and that he- cou'd not anſwer for 
carrying them back, unleſs they fet out 
preſently 3 they order'd him to be ready. 
The Abbot Sophin, ſeeing Philocrates and 
Mcander, as it were out' of themſelves, 
ſpoke to them in this manner. You have 
no cauſe to laugh, nor one, nor t'other, * 
and if any thing can diſengage you from 
Women, it muſt be what you have now 
ſeen; not that you ſhon'd judge of all by 
Le:bia and Frandeliſa ;, there are ſtil] ſome 
Women of Honour and Fidelity. The 
buſineſs is not (interrupted Alcarder) to 
diſengage us from Women, to condemn 
or 80 commend %em ; we know enough of 
them already : But now the Point 1s-to 
judge between 'us, and to know i it is __ 
advantageous telmarry, and if there is in 
Marriage more fſatisfa&tion than chagrin. 
The Queſtion appears to me very difficale 
to decide, (reply'd the Abbot ;) but if 
you will know what are the firſt Thoughts 
that preſent themfelves to me upon the 
Matter, 1 think that the Conſtitution 
onght to be the only Rule in this difficul-- 
ty: If you feel in your heart an indiffe- 
rence, or an averfion for a Wife, \and for 
Children, don't marry ; for Marriagethen” 
will certainly give you more chagrin thati- 
{& Picafure : If onthe contrary, you -find\ini - 


_ . the Perils, which your Fortune, Life, and 


$20 


your ſelf adiſpoſition, and an inclination: 
for 'em, you will do much better to mar- 
ry ; not that you are to hope for a real 
and a ſolid Happineſs, there is npne in any . 
Condition of this Life, and leſs in Mar- 
Tiage than in all others; but the lawful 
Pleaſures of that State may ſerve to ſoften 
the chagrin and pains of Life; to hinder, 
your Wife from falling into Diſorders and. 
Debauchees, and totemper her ill humour, 
and uneaſineſs ; you will receive Services: 
from her; you'll have the pleaſure of 
knowing your ſelf again in your Childreny' 
they will be as Bonds to unite you morg| 
Rrongly together, and you will find your, 
Mind and Conſcience in another Seat, t 
with a Miſtreſs intereſted and unfaithful. 
In a word, evil for evil, *tis better to livg; 
witha Wife, who lets herſelf go but rage) 
ly, and that by weakneſs, to ſonte Infide» 
lity, than to.be all your days expos d tg 


\ Reputation hazards, with a Woman, wha, 

having no lawful tie for you, and being 
without Honour or Religion, is capable of: 
undertaking all things, to ſatisfic her Pleas, 
ſure and her Paſlion. 4 

As Alcander was a going to anſwers. 
the Coachman came to them again, 'an& Ine. 
ablig'd them for fear of a ſecond Storm tags 


take Coach,and return to their ſeveral Lody Je 
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THE 
[THIRD PART. 


ZLIN the ſame time that Philocrates main- 
'tain'd, tha. chere was more SatisfaCti- 
/ 
| 


oF _ 


i fon-than Uneaſineſs in Marriage ; that Al- 
{| cander affirm'd the contrary ; and thak 
* Fhoth entreated the Abbot Sophin to- be 
/ [their Jadge upon the Queſtion, Whether 
| [is was more advantageous to marry than 
| to live ſingle : Lesbia, who had been Fran. 
| 


| 4li/e's Friend ever ſince they had been 
I fenfioners rogether in the ſame Convent, 
Lame to viſit her. 'Tis to wiſh you (faid 
| he, running to embrace her) all Happis 

teſs, a thouſand Pleaſures in your Marrj- 
| age. Yes, my Dear ( return'd Fraudel;ſa, 
- | preſſing her in her Arms) I am going to be 
{the happieſt Woman in the World; ſince 
[am to marry Philoc-ates, 1 will believe 
$( reply'd Le:bia with a ſerious Tone, 

ing her ſelf by her ) but then your 
Deſtiny muſt have ſomething in it very 
Singular, and Philocrates muſt not be like 
ther Men, How many Women (purſa'd 


| 
: 
; 
| 
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\ 
ſhe) lament night and day their havin 
ever engag'd in Marriage ? Can that 6 
poſſible my Dear (anſwer'd Fraudeliſa)} 
*Tis a dreadful thing ( reſum'd Lesbia ) to 
ſubject one's ſelf forever to the Will and 
Infirmities of a Man, whom one knows 
but through an intereſted Gallantry, ai 

an infinite number of Artifices and Dif 
guiſes : he is no ſooner become your Huf. 
band , than he looks upon himſelf *n 
Maſter, who has an abſolute Empire © 

you, he neglects you, deſpiſes you, an( 
think 'tis againſt his Gravity, and he'dow | 
yon a great Favour, when he receiv 
your Careſles. I apprehend 'nothing" on 
that ſide ( returned Frandeliſa ) Philoerae Þ iy: 
loves me with a Paſſion too tender ay N 
conſtant. You may find other 'Frou 

in "Marriage ( continu'd Lesbja Y as, the 
Evils and Accidents that attend, the Bree& 
ing, Bearing, and Lying-in of Childre' 
and the Afflittions that their-Sickneſs ca fk 
ſes, or their Death. Well (reply d Fra} 
deliſa ) the Pleaſure of bringing a Husbat 
that one loves, a Child which he defire, 
recompences the Pain; if they are ſick J 4 
there are Servants to take care of themy} + 
and if they die (purfu'd ſhe Smiling ) for 
one loſt two gain'd. Do you reckon for} 
nothing (aflum'd Lesb44 )- the Cares, ay 
 Difquiets which /is caus'd by the” Dew 


and Ambition of raiſing your Children, 
2nd making them great, and the. part 
you take in The Fatigues and Troubles the 
poor Husband endures, to make his For- 
tune, or to preſerve that which he has? 
] (ball know how to govern my Thoughts 
(anſwer'd Fraudeliſa) to bound my For- 
une, and my Ambition, and apply my 
{elf intirely to pleaſe my Husband, by my 
Kindneſs, and: good Humour ; and with - 
us | need not fear wanting, we ſhall have 
Eſtate enough, and our Parents have taken 
care to ſettle it well. How manyMen (re- 
{| ply'd Ze:bza) have had greater Riches, and 
high Employ ments, whoare now in Neceſli- 
ty, or whoſe Widows and Children live in 
Miſery and Servitude ? but I'll allow: (con- 
tinu'd ſhe.) that your Family remain in 
Honour and Opulency, who will aſſure you 
that this Husbasd's Heart who is pleas'd 

8 with himſelf, and ſeeks for_every day new 
[Reliſhes of Joy and Pleaſure, ſhall always 
dove you, with that yellow Complexion, 
.thoſe pale and livid Lips, and that lean 
Face which your many Children will with- 
-out doubt bring you ; whilſt he who goes 
Into the World, ſees Women every day, 
as beautiful as Angels, who offer him 
-their Favours ? As Lesbia ſpoke thus, the 
{Widow of a Merchant Jeweller came to ſee 
LFraudeliſa ; 'twas.to fell her a Pearl Neck- _ 
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thoſe Reproaches which are uſu 


[zo] 


{ace. This Woman had let her have ma. 


ny Jewels at a very low rate, which occa. | 


fjon'd a great Intimacy betwixt them. See 
( faid ſhe to Fraudehiſa turning the Neck. 
lace on all ſides, and giving it to her ) look 
upon this delicate Drop, of what Bigneſ 
and Roundneſs it is. PII warrant it right 
Eaſtern, or Tl have nothing for it; -tis 
to be ſold for fix hundred Lowis ; and if 
the Lady whoſe it is, and who has 
Tnade a falſe one like is to deceive her 
Husband , had not play'd unfortunately 
at Baſſet, you ſhou'd not have it at tha 
price, Fraudeliſa told the Woman ſh: 
wou'd ſhew it to ſome that underſtood 


Fuch thing, and then give her an Anſwer. 


Lesbia who knew this Woman, by having 
ſeen her often at her Mothers, and having 
bought ſome Jewels of her, and knowing 
that her Husband had not been long dead, 
ask'd her if ſhe was marry'd again. She 
reply*d, That ſhe was very far from it; 
that there was no Condition ſo happy # 
that-of a Widow; that ſhe is indepet- 
dant, lives as ſhe pleaſes, and is ſafe from 
given 
to Old Maids. You may change your 
thoughts (return'd Le:bia.) I marry again 
( Interrupted the Woman raifing her 
Voice , and lifting up her Shonlders) 


_ God keep we from itz | have had to9 
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"not made for ſuch Wr 


ERA 


much of that alrea 


Marriage Was 
hes as I, Why 
ſo (anſwer'd Lesbja?) Men of our Rank 
(reply'd the Widow ) loyk upon their 
Wives as their Servants, Þpon the firſt 
Diſquiet they ſcold at them, call 'em a 
hundred Names, and if, they, anſwer, 
threaten to break their Heads ; "muſt 
have their Miſtrefles in Town, but if 
the poor Wife entertain a little Intrigue, 
and they happen to percetve ity they rage 
like Devils, and are ready to kill her, as 
if that ought not to be reciprocal. It is 
not ſo ( continu'd ſhe) with Women of 


Qnality, their Hnsbands will ſee nothing, 


and whatever preſents it ſelf to their 


eyes, they turn 'em from it, to prevent 


the Noiſe and Scandal, Let me tell you, 
Ladies, what my Fate was with my late 
Husband, and you ſhall judge if I have rea- 
ſon to think of Marrying again. I brought 
him a great deal of Houſhold-Goods, and 
Money, and at the beginning of our Mar- 


riage, one would' have thought, by what 


he ſaid, he would always love me; I ſhou'd./ 
be Miſtreſs of all, and ſhou'd never wa 
any thing: but in a little time the Sc 
was changed, he became ſo ſurly, and fo 
unealie, that he con'd not endure me; there 
was nothing but Grumbling and. Quarrel- 


| 40g perpetually he car'd for nothing but 


L I0Y 
playjog at Bowls, being in Taverrs, and 
with his Wenches, and never came home 
but late at night, ſtinking of Wine and' 
Tobacco, furious as a Lion, ſwearing and 
railing-at me and his Children. If he was 
ſick, 1 was forc'd to ſpend the whole days 
and nights in ſerving him, and to ſell my 
Merchandize at Under-Rates, for Money 
to defray the Expences of his Sickneſs; 
and for all my Recompence, he toldyme 


to ſee him bury'd.. After his. Deatb, t 
Charge of the Funeral, and his Debts, haye 
conſum'd the beſt part of what I had, and 
I have five Children left, and a Shop ill 
ſtock'd, upon which my Induſtry mult 
maintain us. Judge now, fair Lesbia, if 
I can ever defire a ſecond Marriage. As 
'the Woman ſpoke thus, a Footman of 
Alcander's ask'd for Lesbia, and delir'd y0 
ſpeak with her in private. 'Twas one lhe 
had plac'd in his Service, that he might / 
give her.an Account of all his Maſter did, 
or ſaid, when he was from her. He told 
her how the Rain had conſtrain'd Philecras 
tes, Alcander, and the Abbot Sophin, to go 
intoa Tavern, where they bad found Cle- 
anthus and Philabel diſputing about the Va- 
.lue of a Ruby, which appertain'd to Cle- 
antbu ;. in what manner Alcarnder had ſeen 
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I was a wicked Slut, that already aig 


the Ruby, that be thought it extreamly. 
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reſembled that which he had iven her, 


and how he had made Clearthas's Servant 


be examin'd upon it: he added, that the 
Foot: man had anſwer'd, that a young La- 
dy, whoſe Name he did not know, had 
given it to his Maſter, and that ſhe in- 
tended to preſent him with two thonſand 
Lewis d'Ors more, and-to be marry'd to 
him 3 that Alcaxder had beliey'd her to 
be &he Perſon of whom he ſpoke, and was 
fnſibly ronch'd with it ; and how Philo- 
crares jeer'd him when he perceiv'd it. Af- 
ter this he related to her, that at the ſame 
time” a Footman of Fraudeliſa's who had 
bronght a Letter, ask'd for Philabe! in the 
Court before the Tavern ; that Alcander 
(knowing from the Window where he was, 
to whom the Footman belong'd ) had ſu- 
ſpefted a Commerce of Gallantry betwixt 
Fraud:!;ſa and Philabel, and to diſcover it, 


went to intercept the Letter 3 that he had 


plac'd himfelf in ſuch an obſcure Corner, 
that it was impoſlible to diſtinguiſh Per- 


| ors; where as ſoon as the Footman came, 
| Aicander ask'd him for Frandeliſa's Letter, 


giving him a Crown, which he took, and 
Eliver'd the Letter 3 that Alcander open'd 
It, and gave it to Philocrates, who knew 
It to be Fraudeliſa's hand 3 and that he had 


reed it to Alcender, and the Abbot. This' 
$*90uan added, that he cou'd not remem-- 
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L 74 . 
ber the Words of the Letter, 'but that 
be only knew the Sence to be, that ſhe 
marry'd: Philocrates againſt her Will, to 
obey ther Father, and that ſhe ſhcu'd al- 
ways love Philabel, He likewiſe told Lef, 
$ia, how Alcander had laugh'd in bis turg 
at Philocrates, for having been ſo confident 
that Fraudcls/a lov'd him alone; and in 
Kine, all that had been ſaid by the Abbat 
and them. And when Lesbia ſeem'd to 
wonder how he (hou'd know ſo much, he 
told her, that he had hid himſelf in a Clo- 
ſt which join'd to the Room where they 
were, from whence he had heard all, 
When he had given Le-bis this Informati- 
©n, he left her, to retnca to his Maſter, 
from whom he had ſtole away to ſeek |, 
for her, This Relation affected Lesbia in if 
ſuch. a manner, and made ſo violent an 
Impreſſion upon her Face, that Frauaelifa Þ 1 
perceiv'd it, and askt her what was the f 4, 
Cauſe of it? She reply'd, that it pro-\J... 
ceeded in part from the Concern ſhe had Jy 
' for her Intereſts; and Fraudeli/a preſſing I 1; 
her to expreſs her cif more clearly, ſhe Jv 
askt her if ſh: had not writ that day te 
Phbilabel, and what the Letter contain'd, 
This Diſcourſe gave an Alarm to Fraudes | 
' dies Heart, which made her entreat Leſs hs 
Sis to tell her quickly all ſhe knew (of it» 

. Lechia let her underſtand that ſhe was ungfhy 
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willing to ſpeak more plainly before the 
Woman who was there : the Widow per- 
ceiving it, told her, that a Woman of 
ter Trade knew much of thoſe Afﬀeairs; 
+ | that ſhe had learn'd a great deal in carry- 
| | ing Pearls and "Diamonds to People of 
| Quality's Houſes; that they might confi- 
| | dently rely upon her Fidelity and Diſcre- 
| | tion; that ſhe had admirable Talents for 
| managing a Galantry ; that ſhe found a 
* | very great Pleaſure in making Lovers hap- 
" | py; nd that if Ze:bi« wou'd ſpeak bold- 
Fr they ſhould both ſee what a $kilful 
Perſon ſhe was. Lesbia, who was as un- 
ealie, and as much perplex'd as Fraudeliſa, 
+ | was raviſh'd co know the Widows Talent, 
| that ſhe might make uſe of it in her Tara 
q if ſhe found it as extraordinary as ſhe pro- 
. 


mis'd ; $0 that ihe continued telling Frau- 

«liſa, that the Letter which ſhe bad writ 
© } that day to Philabel had been intercepted, 
and was in the hands of Philocrares, with 
al the manner of that Accident, [mme- 
8 | diately Frandeliſa call'd her Footman, and 
kt him, to whom he had given her Let- _ 
ter: he anſwer'd (in a little Confuſion 
lt that he had given it to Philabel + but Les- 
= Þ preſſing him to tell her whether he was 
fe. &rtain that he had ſeen Philabel, he con- 
$58 that by reaſon of the Darkneſs of the . 
"Kc where he was when he gave him the 


bo, 
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Letter, he cou'd not diſcern his'Face, but 
that he was ſure 'cwas Philabel, becaule he 
| Ipoke firſt to.-him, and ask'd him for 
j' Frandeliſ#'s Letter. 


. a 


Fraudeliſa having ſent away 'the Ser. 
|. want, hiding him, and being 'perſwaded 
that nndovbtedly Phjlocrares had her Let: 
zer, was ſo ſenſivly touch'd with it, that 
Jhe fell down upon a Couch, and lay for 
i Jome time as immovable ; then coming to 
| her ſelf, ſhe ſpoke theſe Words, inter- 


eupted with many grievous Sighs : You 
look. upon me then, Philocrares, as an it 
grate, as an unfaithful Woman, that would 
have deceiv'd you with a falſe affefted 
"Tenderneſs : Ah wretched 'Pranaeliſa? ah 
wnhappy Philocrares ! cry'd ſhe; under 
what unlucky Planet are we born! Oh 
Ehat you cou'd one moment ſee the Senti- 
ments of Eſteem and Lovel have for you, 
and thoſe of Hatred and Diſdain which | 
have for Philabel' but no, | never can kt 
4ou ſee it, and I have now no Choice to 
make but Death : What Conſ.lation ſhou'd 
I find in that if 1 cou'd leave thee in thy 
Heart an eternal Reprcach for thy unjuſt 
Opinion of me. But my Dear ( inter 
ted Lesbia,) did you love Phnlo 
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d he love you? Ha! Did Love 
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ever was any Pall 


xe| rn'd Fraudeliſa.; n 
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' and made her. begin ber Relation thus. 
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How modeſt, and reſpeQtful, was he Y 
what charming, ſoft, what paſſionate 
things he ſaid to me! he'll die with Grief 
(unhappy Man) as well as I. Why then 
( reply'd Lesbis ) loving him fo much as- 
yon do, and being ſo well belov'd by him, 
do you entertain a Commeree of Galagtry 
with Phslabel ? * Tis a long Story my Dear 
(anſwer'd Fraudeliſe ) which 1 am not itt 
a Condition to tel] you. The Widow re- 
preſented to her, that the thing was nog: 
ſo deſperate as ſhe imagin'd ;. that. if they 
knew her Story, they-might give her ſame 
profitable Counſel; that we are blind in: 
our own Concerns, and more capable .of 
adviſing others than our ſelves : ſhe add. 
ed, that ſince ſhe was belov'd by Philocra-- 
tes, and-did really love him, .ſhe hop'd to 


figd ſome means to juſtifie her in his- || 


Thoughts, and to reconcile them together. 
This Diſcourſe a little ſettled Fraudelsſa,. 
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:A Fter my Father and Mother had r& 
& A mov'd me from the Convent in which 

you and I were, they took me home to 
them, and gave me a Governeſs ; but-if 
a little time it happen'd, that a great Laws 
Suit in which they conteſted for the 
part of their Eſtate, was referr'd tot 
Parliament” of Burgundy; thither they 
went, and left me with my Governeſs, 
nnder the Condu& of an Aunt, who dy'd 
' preſently after their Departure z ſo that 
my Governeſs had the fole Management 
of me. This Woman, inſtead of exa- 
mining my ACtions, to-regulate them, T 
plauded me in all, and was eternally 


_ \ commending me, telling me , I was the / 
| -fineſt young Lady in P-ris, and ſhou'd cer» 
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\ Lover ;. and I thought: | had made a 
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tainly make a World of Conqueſts : this 
is very taking with young People, and it 


ain'd her a great Aſcendant over me; 
which was all her Aim, as you will ſee 
hereafter. 

One day ſeeing me more gay, and more 
exalt than ordinary in dreſſing my ſelf, 
ſhe took her time to- tell me, that if my 
Beauty gave me Pleaſure, it asmuch tbr- 
mented a very fine Gentleman, who loy'd 
me with a moſt violent Paſſion ;. but ſo ſyb- 
mifſive, and reſpeQtfull, that a Qneed 
wou'd not be offended at it. I ask'd her 
his Name, but ſhe conceaÞPd it; telling we, 


ſhe wou'd Tet me gueſs who he was. 


on the Walks the ſame day, I ſaw a Man 
who never took his Eyes off me, h 

look'd on me with a paſſionate Air, ae 
ſometimes our Eyes met. Ah, my Dear, 
what Deceivers Men are in theſe Moments 
of Surpriſe, he caſt down his Eyes:in 2 
manner ſo ſubmiſs, and fo full of Modeſty, 
that I would have given him for aPattern 
fo the moſt expert Novice in our Convents 
Ah Cheat ! Ah Traytor / *twas only to 
enſnare me. Do you underſtand - thay - 
twas Philabel of whom I ſpeak? by the 
Sequel you-will ſee how much my Gover- 
nels was at his Diſpoſal : She ask'd. me 
after our- walk, if | had found out*'my 


v0 


Diſcovery, when in deſcribing him, ſhe 


told me 'twas the ſame ſhe had ſpoke of, 
He was a man according to her Character, 
that had nat his equal for Nobleneſs, for 
Courage, and for Merit ; truly 'twas an 
Honour for me, that he wou'd make me 


a Viſit. - How ridiculous one is when one 


does not know the World !. I receiv'd 
himvery well, and was proud of my-Con- 
queſt, He gave me a pretty little Dog, 
and a young Parrot , that ſpoke. every 
thing : I paſs'd the days in kiſſing and 
careiling the little Dog, the Parrot talk'd 


' all night, and twenty times repeated,  Ig- 


grateful Fraxdeli/a, pity me ;, cruel Fraude- 
tifa, pity the unhappy Philabel. He carry'd 
me to two Plays, to Ariana and Androma- 
he. At Ariana, he wou'd willingly have 
fought with Theſeus, to puniſh him for his 
fidelity. At Andromache, in certain paſli- 
onate and tender parts where Pyrrhs is ill 
ns'd by her, preſſing my Hand with Tears 
in his Eyes, he ſaid to me, that he was a 
thouſand times more unhappy than Pyrrhus, 
that Andromache had a Cauſe to hate Pyr- 
rbus fince be had been an Enemy to Hettor 
her Husband ; but that I hated. him without 


{- having any reaſon for it. 1lavgh'd at this 
- Diſcourſe, as who wou'd nat have done in 


wy place, 
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ſick ; every day his Diſtemper encreas'd 
he wou'd take no more Nouriſhment, or 
Remedies and was reſoly'd to die, as they 
told me. My charitable Governeſs unders 
took to make me ſenſible that I had com- 
mitted a grear Fault; and that with ſome 
Men of a tender Nature, there needed not 
{s much to be their Deaths: Immediately 
with Pen in hand, I make him SatisfaQtion ; 
F write two or three times to him, or ra- 


ther I ſend in my hand Copies of Letters 


which my iluſtrious Governefs com 
ed, 1 was in good earneſt, and imagi' 
twas to ſave the life of a Man 'whom 1 be- 
' kev'd I had ſome Obligations to': theELer? 


ter ſpoke of nothing bar the violent Paſſion + | | 
I had for him, the eager” Defire I had to - ||] 
give him ſome Marks of it; and to do all * 
things rather than ſee him any longer fick;- 
Was not I a very diſcreet Girl? Was not 
Finely governanted? But you will judge 
fick” Mait * 
wou'd not mend; nor - leave 'his Bed; - 
but I muſt go to raiſe himz which I did, - 


detter of it by the reſt. 


tho' with ReluCtancy : I had no particular 


Inclination for his Perſon; he' did not ©. 
touch my Heart, the ſight of 'him gave * 
me neither Pleafare, nor Pain; his Stady- - 
ed, and affeted behaviour did not pleaſe”: | 
. me; in fine, 1 lik'd  n__ of him »bvit ©} 


KS - 


The next day I did not ſee him, he was' 


| 


| J=vt-. } 6 
his Parrot and his little Dog. We found 
him 1a his Bed, decay'd and weak. They 
begun with telling us, that he had . eat 

thing in three days z then. out of re- 
pect,as if I had been an able Phyſician, my 
Governeſs, . and thoſe who were in the 
Chamber with him, retir'd to another, 
and left me alone with my Patient, to. 
talk with him in private of the State of 


his Sickneſs. The firſt thing he ſaid to me. 


was that he was reſolv'd to die ; that 
lince F wou'd not love him, Life was but 
3 burthen to him, and that he wiſh'd for 
nothing ſo much as to leave it. 1 confeſs. 
te, you, that I beliey'd he ſpoke ſincerely, 
ks: I pity'd him ; I called him back to, 
 hfe in+the beſt manner I cou'd,, and pro: 
| misd him, whatever he wou'd have, 
''., if he wou'd be careful of his Health, 


'_ and .cat ſomething before me. Admire 


- my. Friend, 2t my Simplicity ; he. eats. 


ii part of a Chicken ;, I applaud my ſelf for 


is. great Cure, he gives me a. thouſand 
*hanks, and kiſſes my Arms a thouſand 
times; which I took no care to hinder, 
for fear of a Relapſez my ſottiſh Com- 
ow emboldned him.. Ah inſolence; 


es, againſt this ſick, againſt this weak. 


Man, I had occaſion for my Feeth,. my; 


| Nails, and all wy Strength. Eſcap'd out. | 
_ @f kia hands, L made. him a thouſand: oute JJ. 
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rageous Reproaches, charging him never. | || 
to come any more into my Preſencez. #! || 
then [_call'd my Governeſs, who was-very. || {{[| 
calmly in another Chamber ; and went | 
ont of the Houſe with her, more furious 
than a Lyon : What, ſaid I to her, 1s 
Philabel then but an impudent Cheat, a 
Villain, that has neither Tenderneſs: nor {| 
Reſpect for me, and who defires nothi | 
but. to triumph over my Weakneſs l 
my Honour! had not I been a pretty | 
Creature, added I, if 1 had defended my ſelf il 
worſe ? durſt | ever have appear'd in the |} 
World? and many other things1 faid, too” || 
long to recite.All the time of thisDiſcourſe* | | 
my good Gorverneſs hearkned very [ par 
ently to me 3. and ſeeing me a little | 
ſhe ſaid | ſhou'd not alarm:my ſelf,.and: - 
that a leſs Beauty wou'd. not: haye pro-- 
duc'd ſuch great effeCts;- that ſhe knew' | 
very underſtanding Women to whom the” | 
lame thing had happen'd, - who never made : {4 
any Noiſe of it ; and that, tho' they. hag: 
pretended an Anger and Reſentment again 
the Men, they eſteem'd ' them the. morg* 
for-it in their Hearts ; that I oughtto:do- | 
the ſame, that the like Adventure had-be> 
fallen to other Maids-of Quality-.belides 
' me, who had not- come- off as-I did,/ and! 
yet they were: nob-. leſs- eſteemd-in«the: 


% 


# 


wicked Defigns ſhe had againſt me, and 
her Intelligence with Phiabe! to ruine 
me : What Fury, what Indignation, did 
I conceive againſt her! notwithſtanding 
which, I muſt diffemble, or loſe all, 

As ſoon as1 came home to my Lodging, 
I ſhut my ſelf up alone in my Chamber, 
where refleting upon the Softnefs, and 
tranquility of my Life, whilſt | was in 
the Convent; upon the Agitations and 
Diſquiets, 1 had felt ſince | came ont of 
it; the Deceits and [nfidelities I had met 
with; the fmall Duration of the Pleafures 
of this World ; the Shortneſs of Life, 'my 
Aunt's ſadden Death, and upon a thouſand 


- other fach things, 1 took the Reſolution 


of tkaving the World, and becoming Reli- 
ious, and I only waited for the Return 
of my Father and Mother, to-put it in ex- 
ecution. Mean while I liv'd in this man- 
ner, the days I paſs'd entirely in reading 


- the Lives of Anchorers, and Fathers of the 
Defart : charnrd with what | read, and 


w a ſtrong Deſire to imitate them, I had 
renounced all forts of Ornaments: I never 
went out, but to Church ; I had no Atrach 


for any 'of the things of the World, and 


I taſted no other Pleaſures but what my 
little Dog and Parrot gave me, nay even 


fl thoſe 1 began to ſcruple, when I conf | 
Y er . 


By this Diſcourſe 1 preceiv'd all the 
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der'd from what-hand | had them, and re- 
\fply'd to ſend them back to Philabel, whictkt 
| did. How my little Heart murmur'd 
and- ſuffer'd when 1 ſaw them carry'd 
away ! | fanſy'd there was Sadneſs in the 
Eyes of the two poor little Animals as 
they left me; and | needed all my Reaſon, 
not to be overcome with Tenderneſs. The 
Perſon who carry'd them had not been 
gone a quarter of an Hour, when I ſaw: 
Plulabel enter' my Chamber, and throw 
himſelf at my Feet, with a Complexion 
pale and wan, his Eyes bathed in Tears, 
Deſpair painted on his Face, and in a Con- 
dition ſo moving, and fo. pierc'd with 
Grief, that no Heart cou'd be hard enough 
to ſee him in it, without Emotion.. He 
ſaid he was a perfidious Villain, a Brutey 
unworthy to appear before me; that he 
came to beg my Pardon, and to waſh off 
with his Blood the !njury and Offence he 
had done me. In that moment he drew 


his Sword, and was going to plunge it in it 
his Breaſt, if I had not withheld: him :-m 


fe, | muſt or pardon him, or ſee him die, 
| did it ; becauſe, ſaid 1, to forgive Inju- 
ries is 2 great Virtue : and as a Mark-that 


| forgave entirely; | was conſtrained: to: } 
retake the little Dog and Parrot ; which } 


_ Was without much Violence, you may-ima- 
gine. Let him. know my Reſolution. of 


| © 
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| leaving the World, and becoming Relipi-. 


ous; 4 incited him to imitate me: he did 
what:he cou'd: to put me off my. Deſign ; 
- but ficding 'me fix'd, he told me he would 


- take the ſame, ſigce wKhout me the World 


would be burthenſome and inſupportable 
to him.” In fige, we parted with moving 
Adieus- on' both ſides ; | made him give 
me a Promiſe not to vilit me any more, 
fince bis Preſence was an Enemy to my In- 


that in caſe I chang'd my Reſolution, and 
remain'd in the World, | wou'd love no 
other than he, and be only his. My Re- 
dilution: of being Religious appear'd to 
nie ſo - ftrong, that 1 believ'd I hazarded. 


[| porhing- by. that Promiſe ; but you will | 


ſee by the Sequel, that this Day's Miſe 
fortune is occaſion'd by that imprudent- 
Word. 

© v. + continu'd then to live in the manner 
' Edeſcrib'd to-you before, not ſtirring out, 


i ſeeing no body, always alone, never dref 
fing my felf, ſolely employ'd in Reading,. 


Meditating, and Praying in my Chamber, 
which-I had ſo order'd, that it look*d like- 


it, at my uſual Occupation, my. Mother 
-who arriv'd from Dijon, with a Gentle- 
man . who led her:, ſurpriz:d me there. 


What Aſoniſhment was: there. on both», 


I] tentions; and he drew another from me; - 


| | a Hermit's-Cell. One day when I was in- 


n 


ha - 
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fdes! in me, for being found thus by ber 


and that Man, at a time when I little ex» 
pected. her 3 -and in; her,. to ſee me in that; 


Condition: the poor * . nan was ſenſibly, * | 


touch'd with. it ; her firſt Thought. was g; 
that my Aunt's Death:had producd that 
effect : ſhe threw her Arms about my neck, 
and embrac'd me tenderly, without being, 
able. to ſpeak ; and, I burſt into Teap 

ſcarce able to; breaths. - After theſe 4 
Movements ,.. recolefting my ſelf, 1 fell 
down at her feet, and embracing her knees, 
begg'd her Permiſſion to go into a Cons 
velit, and become Religious. She. has: na 
Child but h. ſhe loves me extreamly, judge: 
of her_Sentiments... She; did ;not declare: 
her ſelf, and without ſhewing any Repugy 
nance t9 my Deſigns,. ſhe rais'd me:up,. 
and keeping me in her Arms, ſhe told me, 
that ſhe wou'd not oppoſe my Reſolution, 
if 'twas inſpir'd by Heaven;- but that we 
muſt firſt be ſure. of that, and not follow 
every ſudden Motion; that ſometimes our 
Youth , our Inconſtancy, or: ſome ſhort+ 


livd Diſlike of the World, had the grea-. 
teſt ſhare in them; but that thoſe ſort of ._. 


Engagements: were of extraordinary Cone 
ſequence, being for our: whole Lives, and 
therefore ſhould be well coriſiderd. She 
added, that was: yet too young, to have 


' 
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Religion ; that there was no haſte; that. | 


I ſhow'd dreſs my ſelf as became a Maid 
of my Age and Quality, and not make my 


ſelf remarkable by ſuch Singularity ; thar 


if hereafter 1 continu'd in the ſame 
Thoughts, ſhe wou'd conſent to their 
Execution, with all the Facility ſhe cou'd : 


the preſented that Perfon who came with 
* her-to me, telling me, he was our Fa- 


mily's beſt Friend, and' yery capable” of 
ring me good Advice; then ſhe retird 
ith him, and left me alone in my Cham 
ber, where I made many RefleCtions upon 
all that had befalFo, and allthat had 

faid to me. 
"But; my dear Zesbia, I muſt make an 
end; 1 fifd I ſhall-let my ſelf go to a Recis. 
tal, that willnot leave me in'a Capacity of 
profiting by thoſe Advices which I expe 
from your Freindſhip. In fine, the. Pet- 
ſon whom my Mother gave me for a Coun- 
felNar, was Philocrates. *Twas againſt. his 


: : 


- Father that we pleaded; the Proceſs had 
 ady coſt above a hundred thouſand 
Crowns ; it concern'd the Legitimacy .of- 
; my Grandfather, and of two Succeſſions of 


my -Unkles, which is to fay, that this Pros 


- ceſs wou'd have ruin'd us, and never have. 


been: ended ; By good fortune it was-In 


# the hands: of - one of the ableft and moſt 
; diſintereſted” Counſellors. of that Parl&F- 1y 


lo 


v9 
- ment; this Judge conferr'd about it with 
both Parties, made them ſenſible that nei- 
ther their Fortunes nor Lives, cou'd ter- 
minate it 3 and by a Goodneſs which is not 
common to Judges, who will only judge, 
he wou'd inform himſelf of the State of 
the Families, of the two Antagoniſts z 
and underſtandiog that Philocrates's Father, 
one of the Parties, had no Son nor Heip 
but him, and that my Father, the other. 
- Party, had only one Daughter and Heireſs, 
and that our Age and Qualities were ſuita- 
ble, he propos'd (to put an. end to the | 
whole Difference) a Marriage. betwixt - | 
Philocrates and me, which was agreed to: 
ſo that having made himſelf abſolute Ma- 
ſter of the Buſineſs, inſtead of an Arreſt, - 
he gave us Articles of Marriage, contain» 
ing a Tranſaftion and Donation, to. our 
Advanzage, of all that had been conteſt» 
ed for, which was ſignd with Satisfath. _ 
on on all fides. In fine, the Parties re» 7 
concil'd came to Pars, to conclude. F 
Marriage, at that time when my Moth&- - 
and Ph;locrates ſurpriz'd me, as I have 
told you ; but they did not think ic fig 
ta tell me this News till my Mind was in 
another Diſpoſition. Philocrates came of- 
ten'to ſee me in my Chamber ; at firſt I 
| look'd upon him as a Friend. to our Fami- 
& !y, and one my Mother had given me for a 
; (ollr | « 
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Ha Lesbia) how hard is it not to follow 
the Counſels of a Man made like Phile- 
crates, when they have ſuch an aim as his 
had ! I know not if you ever ſaw him; 
he is the handſomeſt, and moſt agreeable 
Man in Paris; an air of Quality open and 
ſincere ; all his Behaviour Great, Genteel, 
| and Charming z a delicate and engaging 
|- Wit; a Heart tender, paſſionate, and e- 
| qually capable of receiving great Paſſions, 
as of giving them : I found it by Experi- 
. Ehce afterwards; my Heart and Mind 
was fill'd with nothing but him, I flept 
not Night nor Day , and employ'd my 
ſelf wholly in endeavouring to diſcover 
| His Sentiments for me : If he miſs'd ſee- 
| mg me one Day, or came Jater, or went 
| away fooner than uſual, # gave me ſome 
arms, I perſiſted ſtill in my Religious 

- Defigns, not ſo much out of a diſtaſte for 
the World , as for the improbability T 
| thought there was of my ever being 
F. Philocrare/s, I was utterly ignorant of 
F his Sentiments, at certain times I fanſy'd 
{ he had adiſpoſition tg wiſh me well ; at 
* others, that he laugh'd at my Weakneſſes | 6 

F and me; at others, that as a Friend to | } 
the Family he only ſerv'd my Mother, and, j ki 
endeavour'd to bring-me to her Deſires. | tc 
One Day that he was more penſive thai, q ( 
* vſual, and that 1 quarrel'd at him for it! 9 1 
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# | te diſcover'd to me what I ſo muck 
| | wiſh'd to know ; and holding one of .my 
Hands preſs'd in his, with a more ten- 
der and more paſſionate tranfport than or- 
dinary, he confeſs'd. to me, rhat 1 was 
engag'd to him by Articles of Marriage's 
He beg'd my pardon for having done it 
without my conſent, and for having con- 
ceal'd it from me, told me, in what 
manner things were agreed on ; and 
how by that our proceſs had been finiſh'd; 
then he ſwore to me, that never Man 
had lov'd {6 well as he lov'd me; that' I 
ſhou'd be always Miſtreſs of his Deſtiny ; 
that he had no deſign to force my Incli- 
tations ; and that he preferr'd the hap- 
pineſs of pleaſing: me before that of being 
wy Husband. Never Daughter was more 
trhgn'd to her Parents Will, than I il 
pear'd ; I told him, that F was One = 
that Heaven had made choice" of ine to 

be an Inſtrument of finiſhing a Proceſs' | 
ſo pefnicionus to both our Families, arid 
that I would never bring any obſtacle to 
Rt Ha! Lerbia, what obliging reproaches 
did he make me in-that Moment he fajd, 
had only Sentimerits of eſteem) and ac- 
knowledgment | for him; I was not 
| fonch'd with his Paſſion; I ated but by 
{| Conſideration ; and in fine, after theman- 
J.2t with which he lov'd tne, if my Heart 


| 90232 | _ 
did-not change, he ſhou'd not become the 
more happy by marrying me. This Con- 
verſation was interrupted by my Mother, 
' Who-came into my Room, and found us h 
' both much diſcompos'd. Philocrates re- |. 
|| &ird outof reſpeCt, and left us together; 
Then.l gave.my Mother an account of our 
Diſcourſe, and what Philocrates had: told 
me, which ſhe confirm'd, and.let me know, 
that if 1 deſir'd to pleaſe her, I ſhou'd not 
deferr marrying him. I expreſs'd a great 
deal of reſpect and ſubmiſſion to her Will, 
upon which ſhe went away very well ſq 
tisfied, and left me alone in my Chamber, 
*Tis here, my deareſt Lesbis, that | am 
not able to expreſs the condition in which 
I found my ſelf that moment : I form'd 
Idea's of imaginary Pleaſures, repreſent- 
ing. to my felf thts advantage of path 
).end-to ſuch a Proceſs ; the Glory. 
happineſs. of. being Philocrates's Wile, 
his-Generoſity in reſigning all other Claims, 
and. defiriog only to obtain me from my 
ſelf 5 his Submiſſion in making me abſolute 
Miſtriſs of his Deſtinies; the delicateneſs of } 
his- Sentiments, in wiſhing rather to bs 
loy'd by me, than to become my Hus- 
band. Yes,.yes, it. is impoſſible to cons 
ceive the tranſports of Joy. and-Satisiac 
on which 1 felt; but Heaven always Jens? 
us very dear. the Pleaſures of this Warkall. 


= wo. Ed £ et dtd is: I nit 6% ih pods ers A wee et mnt en icy, pe ff ey 2 = 


L 93 ] 
5nd above all to me, who am the moft 
unhappy Maid -alive, as you are going to 
ſee. At that very time, Philabel, who 
had heard of Philocrates's Attachment for 
me, and that he was upon tke point of 
marrying me, guided by Fury and De- 
ſpair, writ me a Letter, by which he 
beg'd me to remember, the Promiſe I had 
made him of never being any other Man's 
but his; and threaten'd, if I did not, to 
fhew my Letters to Philocrates, to pub- 
liſh them in the World; and to ruine my 
Reputation z not thinking himſelf oblig'd 
to obſerve any Fidelity to a Perſon who 
had firſt broke her Faich with him. Ha! 
what a fall from Happineſs at"the read- 
ing of this Letter ! what Sadneſs! what 
Diſquiers ! what ſhou'd I do; | fanſy'd 
i already faw my Letters running through 
the World, and in the hands of Pitlocrates, 
How ſhou'd 1 prevent ſo fatal a Blow, to 
whom ſhou'd 1 have recourſe ? 1 found 


there was a neceflity of addrefling my © 


ſelf to -my Governeſs, by reaſon of the 
intimacy that was betwixt her and Phila- 
#$el: You have committed ( ſaid ſhe to 
me) a very great fault in promiſiog Pls 
{abel, not to marry any Man but him; 


and to juſtifie 'your ſelf, you muſt pre. - 


tertits bim, that you love bic, that you 


| Bivc-to-WfeRion for Philocyadeupahar you 
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only marry him in obedience to the Com. 


mands of a ſevere Father, and that you 


ſhall not be the leſs his. 1 did fo by the 


Letter that I writ to Day, which is fall'a 
into the hands of. Philocrates, and which 
renders: me the moſt unhappy Perſan ig 
the World unleſs you take pity of me, 
and aſſiſt me with your Counſels. 
Frandeliſa having ceas'd to ſpeak, the 
Widow realſur'd her, and told her, 
*cwou'd not be ſo difficult as ſhe imagin'd, 
for her to bring her ſelf oft; that ſhe muſt 
arm her ſelf with Reſolution, and conk- 
dently affirm to Philocrates, that ſhe was 
never capable of writing ſuch Letters, 
How can | do that, (reply'd Fraudelijs) 
ſince he knows my Hand, and has many 
of my Letters, which it will be eaſie for 


| him to confront: with this laſt, and to 


confute me? The Widow pray'd her to 
follow - her Fancy, and let her {ſelf be 
guided ; and ask'd her, if the had ever a 
Copy of the: ſame Letter, ſhe told her 


| - ſhe had, and preſently took ir out of her 
Cabinet, theo the Woman made her write 


it over upon juſt ſuch Paper as that which 


ſhe had ſent, with the ſame Pen, and the / 


Lame lnk; The Letter finiſh'd, the told 
_ Fraudcliſa, 'that ſhe wou'd have it 1mitq 


ted by a Man, who was ſo admirable At | 
Counterigitng Hands , that .Siore: MBLLT 


Je 


DTT” =. 7.5 


ol | , 


95 I 
none but thoſe who were very skilful, 
that wou'd not be deceiv'd : After which 
it wou'd got be difficult to impoſe upon 
Philocrates, it ſhe play'd her part with 
the leaſt addreſs; that when he came to 
reproach her with her Infidelity, and for 
a proof againſt her, ſhou'd ſhow her the 
true Letter, ſhe muſt be ſure to tzke it, 
and under pretence of going to the Win- 
dow to examine the Character by the full 
Light, turn her ſelf dexterouſly on one 
fide, and when he: could not ſee her 
Hands,flip the true Letter into her Pocket, 
and ſubſtitute the Counterfeit in its 
place; then return to Philocrates, give 
him the Counterfeit , firmly - maintain» 
lng, that ſhe did not write the Let- 
ter, and expreſs a great deal of An- 
ger and Indignation at this procedure, 
This Widow added, that if there ſtill re» 
main d ſome Doubts and Suſpicions in 
Philocrates, he wou'd undoubtedly conferr 
upon it with ſome that were expert in 
thoſe things, who wou'd aſlure him that 
the Letter was falſe, and not hers, that 
then he cou'd think no otherwiſe, than 


| that it was a Trick of Philabels to hinder 


bit from marrying her; and that if Phj- 
Wl. ſhou'd afterwards ſhow her other 


\Iitters, they wou'd by this become ſu- 
gPPcted to Philocrater, and oblige him,to 


— 'Leibia who was no leſs embarrafs'd 


wy" 


haſten his Marriage, to come and 
her Pardon, make her a Confidence bf all 
that had paſt, and render his firſt Eſteem 
and Tenderneſs. & | 
This Widow had no fooner made an 
end, than Fraxd:liſa, apprehending* with 


pleaſure the Deſign, and reliſhing her ' 


Counſel, gaye her a thouſand Thanks, 
and promis'd to make her a Preſent. 


than Frandeliſa , being pleas'd with the 
Widow's Advice, was very deſirous to 
make uſe of it in her turn; and after 
having told her, that ſhe was engag'd in 
a more troubleſome Aﬀair than Fraude- 
tiſa's , ſhe intreated her aſliſtance in ad- 
vilivg her, and then inform'd her, that 
ſhe was, belov'd by Alcander, that he had 
promis'd to marry her, that ſhe had a 
Contract writ, and ſign'd with his Blood, 
that now he refus'd to perform it ; that 
out of reſentment againſt him, ſhe had 
reſolv'd to abandon him, to take with her 
Two thouſand Lois d' Or's, to repair, it 
part, the Injury his breach of Promiſe 
' had done her, and to go with Cleanthy”, 
who had lov'd her a Jong time, and wou'd 
marry her ; that ſhe had preſented him 
with a Ruby which Alcander had given 
| her; that to hinder Alcarder from fu- 


—_—_—W—— 


veiog any thing,, and to. perſwade-bim 


[tw] 
that it had drop'd from the Ring, and 
was loft, ſhe had given Cleanrhre only the 
Ruby, and had kept the Ring, but that 
unhappily Alcander had been inform'd of 
part of what had paſs'd; and that her 
concern was to know, how ſhe ſhou'd 
efface all thoſe ill impreſſions which he- 
had taken of her ConduCt, and regain his 
Confidence and his Heart. . Our. Widow. 
repreſented. to her, that what ſhe had told 
them was not circumſtantial enough,» afd 
that ſhe muſt give her a more particular 
relation of all that had paſt, if ſhe ex- 
peed any benefig by her Advice; to which .. 
Frandeliſa added, that after the fincere 
manner /with which ſhe had related"her 
Life, Le:bia could have no reaſon'to:con- 
ceal any thing from them; which engag'd 
ber to ſpeak in this manner. 


| The End of the Third Part. 
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FOURTH PART. 
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The Hiſtory of LESBEA. 
| M;. Father 413d ſpent all his Eſtate, 


and part of my Mother's Jointure, 

.in the King's Service, and jaſt when he. 
.expeCted-a recompence from the Court, 

T was -unhappily kill'd at the Battle of Se. 
FS ef. My- Mother, for the -management 
[| her Fortune, retir'd into a Religious | »; 
Honlſe, to live there without Expence, 
apon a moderate Penſion, and put me in-. 

£0 that Convent, where our Acquaintance 
firſt began. *Twas there, if ever, 1 taſted 

any ſweetneſs in Life z the Religious who- 

had the-charge of our Education, took 8 
particular inclination for me, and had ts 
greater pleaſure than having me ſhut up 
-3n her Chamber, to give me Inſtructions, 
which her Heart ditated'as much 2 " Il 
Wir. Twas to advertiſe me, po it'd 

s kind of Pcophetick Knowledge of 


| 
>. 
] 
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was to befal me) that Men were deceit- 
ful, and -unfarrhful- Creatures, in whom 
[ ought "not* to} confide ; that if 1 were 
Diſcreet and Verttous, Providence wou'd 
rezard my Prayers, and take'me into his 
Proteftion; that I ſhon'd be very careful 
not to fall into any Irregularity ; and in 
caſe 1 ſhou'd be' ſo unhappy, ſhe made me 
underſtand, that | onght to come out of it 
with all diligence, if I wotld not draw 


upon my ſelf the ſcorn of the World,/and 


the Wrath of Heaven. I recite admi- 
rable-InſtraCtions to yon, my dear Fras- 
dliſs, but you will ſee hereafter how 
wuch 1 needed them. The tranquility 
and repoſe which my Mother and1enjoy'd 
ms interrupted by a crutt Misforgone 
which oblig'd ' ns to kave our Solitude : 


{ 'twas to go and ſolicit a Proceſs before the 


Parliament at Rowen, in which all we had 
in. the World was at: fake, - At onr Ar- 
tral in that City, we 'made'an Acquain- 
tance with an old*Genttemai pan'd Cleon, 
who was eſteem'd 'of worth andquality. 
That which at firſt furpriz'd'us, was the 
Paſſion and Zeal with which he ated” in- 


P jour Aﬀair; but when we learn'd that our 


+1 Advecſary; had "Jt pain'd a Soit at Law: 
"31: rſt bit, we jndg'd that Rerervs tizd- 
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| leaſt as great a Hare it what he didfor” 
S as his concern for our Intereſts: what»? | 
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exer.it was,we receiv'd great Services by,t, | 
One Day .as we- were, very Gay, and, | | 
erery, Body.flatter d:us with, a happy Sic-, 
ces, is our Aﬀairs, Cleon brought +E0A1 4 
phew Cleanthus to fee. us, out of pure wy | 
wility, as he told-us : Ah! what paſs'd in |} 
my. Heart at that firſt (ight! and what in 4 
that of Cleanthus ! we blulh'd, grew pale, 
and: were ſo .mov'd,. and ſo. out. of _ aur 
ſelves, that 'twas not poſlible ' for us. #9 
ſpeak a word to. ane Another. -:; There are, 
Hearts made for each other. The Yanity, 
Impudence, aud Artifice of Men, their 
mean endeavours. to pleaſe, to appear 
Beauiſh,  Agreeable and. Wirty ; their Ie: 
baucheties:,., and the Documents of. 974 
Religious,-hed given me ſnch a diſgult, | 
for. them, that 1 cou'd not endure them. 
Rut 1 was not the ſame for Cleanthus ;. | 
F$ynd none of thoſe faults in him ; he ap- 
pear'd ta me Humble, Modeſt, Sincere, his 
Wir. natural, and without. affeCtation s 


, 
. 


fine, 1 obſerv'd. as much; Prudence .ang. 
Verzae, in;.all his Aftions,.as.: 1 ſaw Ui: 
centiouſneſs .and Irregularity in thoſe of 
"others. But admire this Conformity-of 
Inclinations : Cronhy Redfogs, ar Le, 
Women, for the oE th ODS, 2 

ſame Faults that I hatea Men, whigh.ms 0 
0s conceive a violent Aﬀettion for one an | 
cher. It was not oppos'd either by .MW1 ez, 


. 


F ro1 


able who look'd upon him 23 his onſy 


ceſs which we look'd upon as gain'd, this 
. was its Deſtiny, Our Adverſary brought 
+ in a Paper very late the Night before the 


Tryalz I think our Attorney calPd that a 


new ProduCtion: and the next Morning 
early it was try'd, and we caſt, by that 
- cyrſt Paper deliver'd in the Evening ; and 
what was yet more ſevere'upon us, was, 
that my Mother was condemn'd to pay-ail 
hg Charges, which amounted to'a confi 
derable Sum. ooh 
"" You may imagine how fenſibly my Mos 
ther and T refented this Loſs, if yon re- 
member that *twas our whole Fortune we 
contended for. That which augmented 
| my.Grief, was, the unhappy State in which 
Fanfy'd 1- hon'd fee Clearthws ;-yes'; he 
concern'd me more than all the ref? 
together; and I thought of nothing bye 
@nſoling him. Bat 1 did not yet know all 
y Misfortunes, 1 ſaw Cleanthus no moret 


well-kepr, that we endeavonr'd in vaiti'to 
bt in; ſo that we could not ſee them: 
4 My Mother began to miſtruſt Cleon; our 


4 qauſc thus loft whish- he had warrapted 


| Heir, or by.my Mother, their Deſign be-- 
ing to. marry us together, after we had: 
*I-pgain'd our Proceſs. Ah, that anJucky Pro- 


Ment often to*his Lodgings, and my Mo- 
ther- to Cleor's 3+ but the Doors were for 


102 © 
the Gain of, and. his Care to ſhun us, were 
her Reaſons. At firſt I juſtify'd.them both 
to her, prepoſſeſs'd witha Belief that there 
was ſome-Miſunderſtanding : but after ha- 
vying a long time flatter'd my ſelf, I cop- 
cluded that Cleanthus had only lov'd me for 
his latereſt, and that the Loſs of our Pro- 
ceſs,, which left me without Fortune, was 
the Cauſe of his Behaviour and his Change, 
I conceiv'd at that time ſo great a Diſaiq 
and Indignation againit Cleanthw, that 1 
took a Reſolution, not only of never ſee- 
jog him-in my Life, but ever not to ſta 
any longer in a City where there was 
great a Villain. I propos'd to my Mather 
to leave Rowen, and go to Pars, toget 
Counſel : ſhe conſented to it, and wet 
out in our Coach, our Minds fill'd with 
all that had befall'n us, and in a profgund 
Chagriw. 2 ve 
. | We had ſcarce rid an hour, or two, when 
2-Stag. of prodigious Greatneſs coming ont 
of a Caſtle, mer our Horſes, who grom- 
ing wild and unruly , taking the Bit. 
their Teeth, without keeping the 
they run into the: middle of the Count 
over-turn'd the Coach, and drew. us ſo. 
ſome time. - By. good fortune, the 
= 


of the Caſtle, who came out of it, 
many of her Servants, and brought us« 


eur Miſchance came to our Relief, 


"Oe 3 mT” = wm» © af —_ Gi «mn s ci 6 0 ww wiwm' 4c 


{of that Danger. 'She foo 


wak'd out of my Swoon; imagine what” 


roJ .. | 
ad*my Mathers” 
wonnded in many places in her Head; for” 
me, I was in a Swoon, 'and there' was on-- 
ly ſome Scratches with Bryars ant Thorns® 
upon my Neck and my Arms. They pot- 
my Mother in-one Chamber, and me in ano- {|| 
ther 3 and I being ſtil} in a Swoon, - they” |1\if 
vndreſt me, and put me to Bed. ' They” ||| 
ſent the Footmen all abont to fetch Do- |/|ſ 
Qors and Chirurgeons,. and” left me one * [| 
moment alone in the Chamber; In that* || 
fame inſtant the Lady of the Caftle's Son, - ||) 
who retarn'd from Hunting, and who'had- 
not heard'of our Accident, came-Into the - 
Chamber where I was laid,-and found me 
in that Condition. After he was recover 
from his firſt Surprize, he took me by the * |; 
Hand, and felt my Pulſe. Jiſt then I- 


$ 1 
: 
| 
: 
| 
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an Amazement and Fright'l was in; to ſe © 1 
my Neck and Arms nak'd, and one of my- | 
Hands in that of a Young-Man, whom I $ 
had never ſeen before ; and to find my ſelf 3 
in a Bed, and a Chamber, which I did not þ 
know ; I who thought my ſelf in a coach. : 
tconfe(s, 1 doubted for fone time whe- -Þ 
ther | was awake, or if it was 'a Dream.;.4 

but at laſt coming to my ſelf,” 1 rook-my-- 
Hand from him who held it, and cover'd * 
my ſelf all over with the Bed-cloaths. The # 
Gentleman was as muchramaz'd as ]; till his #8 
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. Mother coming -ioto. the Chamber, cleax'd 
the matter, and inform'd us how we hap- 
ened_to find our ſelves in that manner, 
 - This Man was Alcander ;, who begun from 
that time to love me, and to perſecuts me 
with a Paſſion, which readers me the moſt 
.unhappy \Wretch alive. . My Mother and 
T being perfettly recover'd, we thank'd 
'our BenefaCtors , took Leave of them, 
and purſu'd the Road to Paris, We had 
.Dot travell'd a League, when we ſaw Al 
zander Galloping towards us; 'twas to 
. profſer us, by his Mother's order, ag 
Apartment in a great Houle which ſhe hd 
"at Paris. We accepted his Offer, he 
:came into our Coach, ſent back his Horſes, 
and conducted us. | ___ faw a Man 
| more Solicitous to pleafe ; he tarn'd kis 
| Wit to a pretty Pleaſantry ; had little 
| Stories nÞon all Occaſions ; and Songs, 
With a Yoice ſweet and clear ; he talk'd of 
* Nothing but the Tenderneſfs of his Heart, 
and the Delicareneſs of his Senviments: In 
fine, 1 preceiv'd he had a mind to make 
| "himſelf be lov'd ; « d'autre « dantre, ſaid 1 
.*ta my ſelf; Cleanthus has . taught me. 400 
/ well what Men are, ever to look upon 
" them again but with Diſdain. 
Fn ber ended without any further 
F Explication; Alczndcr lodg'd us in magat- 
ficeur Apartments z, | bad a Chants 


adorn'd; 
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adorn'd with curious Italian PiQures ;-he 
left us at reſt for. ſome time, and we 
ſaw him very rarely, Shortly- after, 'we 
learn'd that our Antagoniſts' had- rated 
the Expences, and bragg'd that they wod'd 
ſeize our Goods and: impriſfon my'Mothers, | 
which made us paſs our Nights-and Days {i|/ 
ig imploring; the. Juſtice-of Heavenz/ and + ||| 
li ; 
| 


in; Tears. But 1 was more firm and reſo- 


lute than my: Mother ;: I faid:to- her: thac | { 
Providence was juſt; that we-had never by ' 
our Actions deſerv'd, Shame, or Infamy, !'/| 
and that having Recourſe to, and Relying: |: 
pon his Goodneſs, he won.d'not.abandon !! 
us, but would bring us out of this um» | |1!1] 
happy.State , and upon" the Faith Lhadiin 
what my Relegienſe had ſaid to me, I:ſpoke:- 
with ſo much alſarance; and fo perſwa- + 
frely, that 1 comforted my Mother, and 
made her+ leave her Melancholy and her- 
Fears: One day ( judge of my ſurprize ) 
being alone in my« Chamber, I ſaw 4t- 
render, come: in, who throwing hinelf at- 
my feet with Tears in his Eyes, conjur'd-. 
me to pity. the uphappy- Condition” ta: 
wich I had redue'd bim; and told me, 1W 
that after the Death of his: Wife he had 7! 
made a Roſolution never-to marry again 3. ' i 
that.it:cou'd not maintain isſelfagainſtme;. 18 
jo amiable I appear'd to-wilkt;; and: that in: *! 
kige be. muſt either: ſee:me his wife: 'or-Þ\ 
a, E: | wes: 


ae,” 
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- - mult fee his Death. 1 confeſs to you,. 
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that | had fome Joy at this News ; not fe. 
much for. Alcander's Quality, and Fortune, 
as becauſe that. Clean:bxs hearing of this. 
Marriage, would conceive the greater value 
for. me, reproach himſelf with his logratis. 
tude, 'and-be_ griev'd for. having loſt me. 
However, I referr'd Alcazder to my Mo. 
ther, without.giving him any Anſwer. He 


Spoke to her of it; 3; ſhe wou'd have his; 


Mother's Conſent :- he told her, that ſhe 
intended to have him marry a Daughter of 
ene af her. Friends, which wou'd make her. 
againſt. it; that by temporizing- he might: 


* gain her Conſent, or ſhe might die, beit 
;very. old, and always-Sick. My Mothef,. 


i - Whaat the expence of her-Life wou'd have 


marry'd me advantageouſly, entertain'd'h8. 
Bropoſals, and-infinuated to me, that con-. 
igering my Circumſtances, I. ought not 

to loſe that Occaſion.. I.folow'd her Coun-. 
fe}, hearkning calmly to whatever-he wou'd. 
fy ta.me-; in-concluſion, bis Intention: 
was t0.,marry: me ſecretly :-we cou'd not 


"get a. Prieſt who. wou'd do ir; he told: | 


3 me. that- the: Conſent of the. —_— 


made.a Marriage z he gave me a promi 


| of marrying. me ſign'& with his Blood. 


brought me-- t6 the. foot; of -the- Altar ;. 
ff ore that heftbok, me-for.- his Wife; E. 


 made.the. Vow 08n-my ſidg.too : Behold hilt. | 


- 
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was interrugted when he offer'd to tnake * 


uſe of the Privilege of: Husbands z 1 re- 
lsd him, us'd him ill; was enrag'd at 

ran -Quarrels between us,; Reconcule- 

ments : Reaſons on his part to eſta 

his right of Husband, and to put himſelf 

in poſſeſſion of it ; Inflexibility on mine: 


Tears, Deſpair, refuſing to Eat, refolving- 
to Diez that was what L had my mind fa- 


tigue'd, and my ears ſtun'd with, at every 
Moment ; bowerver, I perſiſted ſtill, in re- 
ſolving firſt to have all the forms. At Fun 
time my Mother's Antagoniſt had made a 
Command be giv'n her, of paying the Char- 
ges: the next-Day, for 'want of Money, 
ſhe was to be put in Ptiſon, and her Goods 


ſeiz'd. It feem'd tome, that this News did-: 


not touch Alcander enough : I complain'd 
of it to him 3 he made me Anſwer, that if 


I wou'd own him for my Husband, and live * 


ve him'as a Wife, he ſhou'd have the 


timents of-a Son-in-law for my Mother, - b 


wou'd acknowledge: ber in: that Quality, 


* and figd out the:means to aſſiſt her in-her - 


Buſineſs 3: that I ſhou'd conſult my ſelf up- 


on it; that he (ſhou'd ſee on this Occaſion ' | 
if- I had any: Nature, that: he wou'd” re-- 
turn. in a little time to receive my Anſwer, - 


and went away thus; Ha}? when I ſaw my 


| {if in this deſperate Condition, how many - | 
4 {erent Thoughts had 3, how many-feve- - '$ 
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ral Movements did I feel ! on one hard 
- Frepreſented to my ſelf my Mether ſhame- 
. fully drapg'dinto Priſon, and all her Goods 


Kz'd by my permiſſion, and with my Con- 


| on on the other hand, | ſaw that our in- 
re 


ed Marriage cou'd- pot juſtifie my' 


yielding ro AMcander, what he ask'd, and 
that if 1 did, I ſhou'd loſe all I had of moſt 
valuable, and fall intro an Abyſs of Miſery 
and'Infamy. F call'd to mind: then how 
often I had heard my Religienſe ſay, That 
Heaven is acknowledging of what is done 
for him ; that he does not refuſe a difcreet 


| and vertuous Maid what ſh2 Implores of 


him and, that he takes her under his Pro» 
zeion ; ' which comforted me, and deter- 


min'd me to confide in that. On another 


ide, the Refuſal which that Providence 
| had made me of the gaining our Proceſs 
' fo juſt and ſo reaſonable, and which'l had 
| begd with fach ardent Prayers, with the 
unhappy Condition: in which we were; 
and which I thought we had ſo little meri- 
ted, gave me a Diſtruſt of that fame Pro« 


|. - videncez ſo thatt wow'd not abandon my: 


ſelf intirely to his happy -Care. In this 
reſtleſs and unhappy State, I caſt my eyes 
- upon ſome of the PiKures in my Chamber 
2 fatal Curioſity mov'd' me to draw & 
Curtain which: hid one of them, 'twa$'# 
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| naked Picce, repreſenting Fenus, in ' the | 
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time when Fulcan made them be ſurpriz's 
by the Gods. What Charms ! what Plea- 
| fares! what Beauties! ſtruck-my Sight? 
did not look upon them as Pictures ; they 
gave me the {age Movements that rea 
and ſubſtantial Beanties wou'd have done.. 


In that inſtant I felt an Emotion, my heart _ 


fgh'd with it, a Languifhment ran through 
all my Veins, it ſhook me with a foft hor» 
ror, which till then was unknown to me :. 
Ba Fraudeliſa ! how unhappy are our Sex, 
not to be able to defend themſelves at cer- 
tain moments, from thoſe ſort of Weak-. 
neſſes! Unfortunately, in that fatal Mb- 
ment, Alcander came into my Chamber, 


to know my Reſolution : he perceiv'd the. 


Condition in which I was; he interpreted 
it to his Advantage; he made uſe of ir, 
and preſt me with ſo. much Eagerneſs and 
Spirit, that 1 loſt all Knowledge, aad” 
knew no Ttonger what 1 did. | anly re- 
member that my Reaſon rais'd immy hearx 
Motions of Indignation and Anger againft 
.{lcander; that afterwards the fame Rea- 
fon, ſurpriz'd and inchanted by my Sen: 
tes, and in Conſpiracy with them, to de- 
ceive me, repreſented to me, that I fav'd' 
a-Mother from Prifon, and that by it ] en- 
82g d a Hugband to my felf. - In this ug 
- lucky, in this fatal minute, Cleon, 


Z 


" Arms of Mars, and their Tporting at the 


who. - 
aT- 


'-. was no more ſo ſenſible of my Careſles, he- 


'Iro 
arriv'd from Romer, and was come to viſit: 
my Mother and me, finding a Key ia the' 
Lock of the Chamber where 1 was, with 
Alcander, open'd:the Door without knock- 
ing, and enter'd' ſuddenly ; he was ſo ter. 
ribly ſtrack-to ſce me in that manner, that 
he got- out: haſtily, ſhur the door again, 
and went away : Ha! 'what did 1 not feet : 
when I came to think, that Clearthus hear- 
ing of my Conduct, wou'd applaud him- 
felf for having abandon'd me! No, |. ſhou'd 
never have comforted my- ſelf,, without: 
the Thought- that he weu'd afterwards 
krow of my Marriage -with Alcender, To 
ſalace my Chagrin, and the more to aſlure 
thy. ſelf of bim, 1 carefs'd bio, 1 call'd: 
um twenty times, my dear Husband, my 
ear. Heart, and begg d him:to- think of * 
| his Motker-in-law, and to bring her out: 
{ of this troubleſome Buſineſs. Alcander 


; yors to me cold and indoleant, and ſaid, - 
} that a J4inor, as he was, cou'd not com-: 
mand Money ; that my Mother had no-+ 
thing to do, but to make a Sale of her- 
Goods, and to retire into a Convent. At * 


' this Diſcourſe I was much afflicted, -1 wept« | 


and I complain'd of him; he went abrupts 
- ty out of my Chamber, and kf me; Irun: 
- after him; he flies before me; Juſt then 


A TFH©3;FF x rm ry my og wh &# = A _ www ao rw we «= i =, os O£As we os @% ww 


| @ Footman came and ſtopp's me, to give - 
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me: a Letter which I knew to be from” 


Cleanthus : it imported ,. that he was'at 
the heighth of Felicity, fince he was ſhort- 


Iy to-be my Husband ; that Cleo his Unkle - 


was gone for Pars, to carry my Mother 
the Money. to- pay the Charges to which 


ſhe had been condema'd, and.with a De-- 


ſen to bring me with her to Rowen, to con- 


clude our. Marriage ; that the Reaſon why. 
he bad not ſeen-us before our Departure, 
a to his particnlar, was becauſe that the 
News of the Loſs of our Cauſe had touch'd : 


him #o-ſuch a manner, that he fell ſick up- 


on it 3 that he had loſt all Knowledge, and : - 
- that the- Phyſicians had charg'd his: Ser-- 
yants not to let any body ſee him; and as- 
for his Uokle's part, that animated by. : 
the Concern he took in our Intereſts, he - 311 
had ſecretly taken Poſt for Calasz, where =: 
he had been to ſeek for a Paper that wou'd !- ? 


prove the Falſcneſs of that which had oc- 


calion*d the Loſs of our Suit;; that he had : 
brought it; -and that it wou'd be no-Diffi-- 


culty to recall the Sentence which had been 


given againſt us, and to regain our -Pro-- 
| ceſs. This poor Man, the' he was not- 
- | quite recover'd,, .did. all he cou'd in his-- x 
Letter to let me ſes how well he-loy'd me;-. 
and how'impatient-be was to make me his. 
: Ha, with what a cruel Blow this -Lettep: 2 
Rabb'd my Heart ! What ſaid 1 withio-- 
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my ſelf ! Alcander is inconſtant, ingratss 
ful, and unfaithful, and | have done all 
for him : thou lov'ſt me ſtill, unhappy: 
Cleanths , thou art faithful. to.,me:,- and 
thou wilt marry me; yet | abandon thee, 
I'ſhamefully betray thee ; thy. Unkle.comes 
to take my Mother from Priſon, thy Ugs 
Ke wou'd have us marry : Tell me (con- 
tinu'd 1) can theſe Sentiments hold againſ 
what he has ſeen? and thou, canſt thoy 
'refilt againſt what he ſhall tell thee ? can 
thou yes love me? or rather, cavſt thoy 
hinder thy ſelf from looking on me as the 
vileſf Wretch, and hating me-mortally? 
Th | at preſent ( purſu'd 1) unfortunats 
Mather, that keeps thee Priſoner, and am 
the Cauſe that thy Misfortunes. ſhall. never 
end.” Juſt Heaven! :cry'd I Gghing ,..l 
wou'd not wait for Succour from that fas 
yourable hand which wes ready 'to help 
me; I woud not: truſt to it; and now 4 
am. miſerable for the reſt of wy Liſe,.., ;1 
-* 1rhonght and ſaid many.things which i 
wou'd be difficult to recite to 3ou, 1n-cons 
cluſion, the violent Agitation of my mi 
and the profound Sadneſs which: 1 felt, 
made ſo wonderful a Revolution upon my,” 
Senſes, that, I fell dangerouſly, ſick... , My 
Mother cou'd not oyercome.this ;laſt Miz 
fortune ; ſhe had retir'd into.a Monaſtery, 
where. ſbe. dy'd_oppreit. wuh Sorrowy. 
ry 


if 4 os 

Courage, Courage, ( ſaid I ) -Fortiine re- 
double thy Blows. 1 form'd-to-my: ſelEa 
tind of Pleaſure, to ſee my ſelf at the high 


eſt point of Adverſity, believing they muſt 


now end with my th : but my hour 
was not yet come; I was recall'd to Lite 
for ather Miſcries. 

'  Alcander put on Mourning a little after 
my. Mother's Death; 1 imagin'd it was for 
his Mother-in-law, that is to ſay, that he 
look'd upon me as his Wife: | had not 
yet ſuffer'd enough for my Sins: now | 
was quite out of Danger I know not if 
the ſecret Joy b had $0 ſce my- ſelf Alcary 
der's Wite, did not very much contribute 
toit. However, the impreſlions-.of the-Di- 
temper were too ſtrong to- be ſo ſoon 
cur'd : I did-not fleep at ail, and was ex-> 
traordinary reſtleſs ; three or four times 
a'day an' Apothecary's Boy brought me 
vyrups ready prepar'd, and Juleps, - Ons 
day when the Curtains of my Bed were 
dawn cloſe, and that I believ'd my ſelf 
alone in my Chamber, my Mind bei 
Wd with, nothing but Cleambs, the 


| Words chanced to-<ſcape me; Ah, unhap-- 


Py Cleanthxs ! Juſt in that inſtant I ſaw the 
Curtains, open, and the: Apotheczry's Boy 
that brought my, Syrups throw bimlſelf vp- 
on his Knees by\my Bed-ſide, ſaying to me 
with Eyes. bath'd_ ig Tears, and a Heart 


1 TTYH. 
_fullof bitter Sighs; Fes, lovely Le:bie, ye 
ke is more unhappy than you can conceive, 
F caſt my eyes upon the Boy z but a Peri. 
wig which he wore, the Dreſs he was in, 
the Leannefs and Decay*"which appear'd in 
his Face, embarraſs'd me for ſome time; 
at laſt I knew him to be Cleanthas+: we 
were both ſo diſcompos'd;that we remain'{ 
a long time unable'to ſpeak to one -ans. 
ther, but by Looks and Sighs. "He tokf 
me, That his Unkle being return'd to Rowen, 
had ſpoke to him very diſadvantageoufly 
of me ; that he had ſaid I was a Maid with. 
out Honour or Virtue, and had comman- 
ded him never to ſee-me more, or think 
of me : he added, That knowing me, and 
the covetous, intereſted Temper. of his 
Unkle, far from being capable of thinking 
fach a thing, he had believed that his'UÞ 
kle's Connſel at Paris, having jadg'd our 
Cauſe not to be good, and that we cod 
not regain it,'he had contriv'd this Artifite 
to give him a Diſguſt of me, and te hind 
him from marrying me, having had no & 
ther Proſpe& in our Marriage, -but tht 
Gain of. our Proceſs, and to be rev 
of his Adverſary.. Cleanthas told me hl 
wiſe, that in that Opinion. he had thals 
ſome diſpleaſing Reproaches to his 

; for breaking his Word:with us ; and 
 faid, that he was a Man: of Honour, wn 
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have no Wife but me: that this Anſwer 


refns'd to ſee him, and that he had mar- 
ry'd a young Woman, on whom he had 
ſettled all his Eftate : that tho' he had rea- 
ſon to be ſenſibly touch'd with ſuch a Los, 
- his Concern for not hearing from me had 
made him forget that Misfortune, and de- 
termin'd him to come to Pars, toenquire 
after me: that there he had heard of my 
Indifpoſition, with a great deal of Grief 
and that not knowing how to'ſee me other- 
wiſe, he bad plac'd himſelf with the Apo» 
| thecary who ſerv'& me, nnder pretence-of 
|| learning the Trade; that he found hiaſelf 
| well recompenc'd of this innocent Artifice, 
| be bac beeg ſo happy as to render me 
| ſome little Service io the time of my Sick- 
| neſs; that he might now proteſt to me his 
| Paſſion ( far. from beiog lefſen'd by Time 
-4 or the injuſt Reports, that had been: made 
| to him of me) was grown ſo violent, and 
raw'd to ſuch an Exceſs, that he con'd live 
no longer without ſeeing me ; in fine, that 
came. to-.learn -his Deſtigy from-my 
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- o wou'd not have been-moy'd, dear 
ſa, with a Proceeding ſo tender, 


bas chag did not hinder me from ceprefent- 


he. wou'd keep bis Faith, invialably, and - | 
had irritated bis Unkle ſo- much, that he © ||| 


bh, and that bis Life was in my hands. [| 


and faichful? Indeed | was moſt ſen6bly; | 
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bag him, that tho' I ſhon'd AO: 


«ceaſed a few' days after mine. ' 
 *Avhe ſpoke 


u' w_ 


LT 11s ; 
eateſt Happineſs to ſre myſelf ifs,” 
we ovght not to think of it ; that we h! 
neither of us any Fortune ; and that it was 
indiſpeoſibly neceſſary m Marriage, if oe 
wou'd not make themſelves miſerable : 1 
confeſt to him, that 1 had believ'd him un 
faithful, not hearing of lim after the Loſs 
of our Proceſs; that I had been extreamly 
afflicted at ir ; and that a little time after, 
my Mother had premis'd me to Alcander; 
that becaufe of his imagin'd. Infidelity, 1 
had conſented to it 3 that Alcander waited 
only for the Death of his Mother ( with 
was very'infirm) to ofarry ne ; and that 


he hadexpreſt his Sentiments, by haying: 
re- 


put on Monrning for my Mother : Here: 
ply'd to me, with Tears in his Eyes, that 


.. the Paſſion he had for me was ſo diſinte- 


tht he'wou'd willingly become a/ Ga 
flave” to” make me 2 Qteen, for no other 
Reward, than that I ſhou'd be pleas'd'with 


reſted; add ſo wholly fix'd to my ys 


- him in'my Heart for it: but that I onghe 


to be perſwaded, that Alcander wou'd 
marry me;"that his Sentiments were't 
far oppoſite to Marrizge ; that he on} 
ſr'd'to deceive me ; and that'the M 
ing he' wore was for his own Mothe > 


| 
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he RE nota 1 felt by ſeeing, him, and, 
finding him. tender, and faithful, work'd, 
ſuch a. ſudden'Effelt upon, m Senſes, and, 
Spirits that jp. a little time, fw my felt: 
recover'd;z they flattered .me that I For: 
handſomer after my Sickneſs ;.and | 
liey'd it -2 lictle, when 1 ſaw, Alcander's. 
Raſſion for me much augmented ;. never ſo. 
much Aſſiduity, ſuch Complaiſance / his 
only Care was to hring.me the fineſt, Orna- 
ments, and Jewels and to give me all ſorts 
of. Diverſions z he. wou'd have me keep 
tus Purſe; he had giv'n me two thouſand 
Lowis & Ors to keep; 1 was Miſtreſs of 
all, he. never call'd me otherwiſe than his - 
Gear. Wife, To conclude, I liv'd with bim 
$.yub a -Husband, flatter'd_ with 
| 2$.ſoon as the Year of Mourning by 

tis Mother was out, he wou'd ma 

publickly, and own me, to his Wife: 
It you cannot conceive what I ſuffer'd in 
the time of that. ExpeCtation... Ah / how 
different from others, are, thoſe. Pleaſures 
which are not lawful / 17 and how wretched 
is a Maid when ſhe is fa 'n.into that ſhame- 

&l Extremity . { _She. dares not appear in, 
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the World; ſhe thinks they ſpeak of no 
thing but of her, and—of her lofamy; 
__ ng makes her fear, nothing gives 
nfolation ; her Life paſſes 'im Dif- 
quiets and continual Remorſes; her Lover 
only Toves in her his own Salacity and 
Pleaſure, without conſidering whether he 
pleaſes or diſpleaſes ; ſhe ſoon perceives 
it : tho' ſhe hates Tobacco, tho' ſhe dreads: 
the Smell of Wine, tho' his wild and de-' 
baunct'd Behaviour, or his ill Humour, fa- 
tigues and torments her, he daigns not to: 
take notice of it; ſhe muſt ſuffcr, ſhe maſt 
difiemble, and to preſerve him, muſt feign 
Ecſtafies and Raviſhmetits of. Love- and 
Pleafure. A Wife makes /Yertne of theſe 
ſort of things for her Husband : "the hono-/ 
rable Figure ſhe makes inthe World, her 
orderly Family, ber” fine Children, that in- 
diſpenſable neceffity of Living and Qying 
with her Husband, their common inner, 
= Sarisfaftion of doing. her Days the 
of Conſcience ; all joyn'd t ether, 
n off thoſe ſort of Diftafts, and fi 
es 2 marry'd Woman with new Pleaſures, 
which are unknown'to one who does 'not” 
live within the Rules, For theſe Reaſons, 
I: refolv'd to make Alcander declare he 
ſar as ſoon as the Year of Mourning 
over; and 1 in cafe he a 'd not matry 0 
» abandon him aS ah lis Traytor. 
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Cleanthua- had lefs the. Apotbecary's: 
Houſe ; and after.having often ſought, in 


rain, Occaſion to ſpeak to me in| private 
he at laſt found one: *twas to tell we, thas 


of, wou'd: never marry me; that he came 
to offer me his Aſſiſtance to be reveng'd of 
him; that tho' the greateſt Misfortune 
which cou'd befall bim in the World, was 
to ſee me in another's Arms, the Pleaſure 
of my Fortune, of .my Elevation, and the 


his Grief, What Sighs, what Tears, did 
this Converſation coſt us! in fine; it ended 
by: a Promiſe which 4 made him; that in 
cale Alcarder ( after the Year of Mourning 
for his Mother ) wou'd not marry me, 1 
word be guided by his Advice. No, 1 can- 
not expreſs to you the diverſity of Move- 
nents which appeari'd in him that moment. 
kgrows late, 4et us advance, my Deer. 
The Year of Mourning for Alcander's 
Mother betng-ended,: he wou'd not marry 


newere already marry'd, and might con- 


{ther ; that 2 publick Merriage, and in 


Alcander, in the Mind and Humour he was : 


Acknowledgment-I wou'd have:for himim. 
the depth of my heart, wou'd-much aſſwage. 


ae; and theſfe were his fine Reaſons : That 
* [twue and live in the: fame manner with. 
> Patty of Conſcience, fince Conſent alone - 
c _ a Marriage, which-we had given one: 


£1 the. forms,:4s got {o agretable, nor fo. 
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voluptuous ; 'that tis oppoſite, and con. 
trary to Love 3 that the Heart does not 
agree with it ; it loves Liberty, and can- 
nataQ'by Duty ; -and that as he deſign'd 
to love'me all his Life with the fame Fer- 
vour and Tenderneſs," he wou'd not marry 
me otherwiſe. I anſwer'd on my fide, that 
*tmas to deceive our ſelves, to think onr 
Marriage good, when our Religion and 
our Laws condemn it 3 that a Marriage! 
after 'the Forms; was not attended with: 
Contempt and infamy ; that it was with-' 
out Fears, and without Remorfe ;, that one 

was not ſhamefully oblig'd to hide the 

Freits of it, but might behold them-with 

Joy z that the Children, in whom their 

Parents have the Pleaſure' of finding one” 
another, were Bonds which united them 
more {tri&ly in Inclination and Intereſts; 

that theſe Ties were much ſtronger thas 

thoſe of a flitting Paſſion; that a-generow 

and well-diſpos'd Heart found irs Pleaſure: j 2 
initsDuty, and form it ſelf to a ſoftlia- 

bitude-of following, it : in fine | concluded 
that | ſaw very well he did not love mey' 
ſince he cou'd ſee my Diſquiet and my" 
Shame ,: without being touch'd with #4 |, 
and-refns'd:to ſubmit .to a Law which ob« 7; 
lig'd him to. love-me all his Life: SY IV 
{This Refuſal afflicted meithe more 
fibly, wheo I found he had degeividuowbhbs.s 
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bis Promiſe writ and ſign'd with his Blood, 
hich he cou'd releaſe himſelf from, be- 

ſe of his Migority: "Twas then that 
[ refleted very ſeriouſly upon the” litrle 
Profit I bad made-of the Inftructions my 
Keligicuſe had given me: what Sorrow and 
Repentance had I for it ! 1 had not forgot 
to have heard her ſay, That when a Maid 
unhappily had falla into that Precipice, 
ſhe ſhou'd nor loſe the time of withdrawing 
her ſelf from it, unleſs ſhe wou'd abandon 
her ſelf to the laſt Diſgrace and Infamy. 


tion of leaving Alcander, and marrying 
Cleanthus : But oh, what ſharp Reproaches 
did I not make my ſelf? what did 1 not 
iſter when I carhe to think, that I had now 
more to bring into the Arms of a ſincere 
and faithful Lover, than the ſhameful Lea- 
fngs of a perfidious Traytor, aud how 
little I deſerv'd Cleanthw's Eſteem! No, 
ts impoſſible to expreſs to_you all thax 
pg'd in my fad Heart, In line, Ladver- 
w'd Cleanthus, that 1 wou'd ſpeak with 
im ; he came to_the Rendezvouz, and 
there I inform'd-him that Alcander wou'd 
wt marry me. Our laſt Reſolation was, 
ja .I ſhould take my time 'to leave AM. 
#arr's' Lodgings, and to carry with' me 
& two thouſand Lowis & Ores which he 
I given me to_ keep, with'all I had of 
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That Thonght made me take the Reſolu- 


f 
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Towing the nous on had been given 
me by. a, Lawyer, 1 ſhof'd retire into'J. 
Convent that I, ſhould ſhe flcanger, 
The Perforchance 0 10s Erol ; agd aſe 
after the Decree, which-cou'd go ho far- 
ther than to Intereſt and Damapes, becauſe 
of his Minority, Cleanth thould marry me, 
As a-Pledge of my Faith, I took a Ring of 
Value which Alcarndcr had given me, from 
my Finger, and gave it to Cleanths ;, but 
both of us conſidering, that Alcender wil. 
og the Ring, might have ſome Suſpicions 
of my Conduct, I took the Ruby out te 
give. Cleanth,, and kept the Ring upon 
wy, Finger to ſhew Alcarder, and to mak 
hi belfy's e Ruby was loſt. That whih | 
made me-molt.uncafic, was the Infidelity 
I was ,guilty of ro Alcander, ,in violating 
che Truſt he had repos'd-in.me of the Lows 
4'6res1;, but. Cleanthns convinc'd me by ſo 


© many goad Reaſons, that we are nor oblige 


$0. keep our Faith with Villains and Tray: 
gars, that 1 yielded to his Perſwaſions. 
' Atcerwards Lezbia recounted to Frandt 
liſa and the Widow, that when the & 
Rcd Alcander to go to a Hunting, by whit 
he wou'd give her a favourable Opporti 
nity, of leaving him, and executing het 
fg ſbe had fora'd, he unhappily returns; | 
«t;at the ſame day the il} V Ms 1 $i 
-'d him [0.80 1 "Is: 20m of an Jn 
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ire her any Counſel, and Vleas co rec. 
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bel abont. the muliegagd ice of cheRuby, 
bel q gs bony pi 


which fbe had Sie him, and 

cander had pre ted ber with.: that Alcax- 
der having advanc'd ſoftly behind Cleantbuz, 
whilſt he had the Ruby in his hand, he 


had ſeen it, and thought i6mnch reſembled 


thag which hz had given her, and that Cle: 


anthus perceiv:p9 it, in ſpight of the Rain 


had gone immexiately out 0: The Hoult G5 
that this Proceeding had given Alcan 
riclent Suſpicions againſt her 3 that to 


clear them, he had made a Footman of 


Chantbus who ſtayed behind intheTavern, 


;be, cunaingly examin'd; that this Footman 
had anſwer'd; that a Lady whole name he 


did not know, had preſented his Maſter 
with the Ruby, and that ſhe was to give 


him two thouſand Low#'d Ores, and to- 


marry. bim,.: In fine, ſhe added, that A- 


44nder had believ;: Fir to be her, of whom. 


toe Fellow ſpoke: and therefore ſhe con'd 
not doubt'but ;that he-was ins furious 
Rage againſt her: that ſhe did not' know 
\ how to retrieve his g6od- Opinion, and 


\ make him. believe _it was fome other :Per- 


foo of whom the Footman 12d 12219. thar 


Story ; and concludi 20 F) 
ſa, and the Widow, tha. thou” Tos 


the laſt Obligations to thewyif they cou'd 


uplacky, AY. bd.) Wa. 6 
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Lebis having ended' her” Diſcourſe, 

the Widow told: tier, the had reafon' in. 
deed" to fay, that her Afﬀair was"more | 
| -*troubleſome and embarraſſing than Fraude. - 
| « (oh; and then after having Study'd a lit. | * 
- the ask'd her whether Alcender knew | | 
her Story with Cleanthus, of at leaſt to | * 
| her Knowledge ; to which Le-bie anſwer's, | | 
| - that ſhe had govern'd- her ſelf fo well in | 
! 

f 


that, that nor only he had not known 
any thing of it, but that he beliey'd he 
had no Acquaintance with any Mat bur 
-himfſelf, Can't you ( continu'd the Wi- 
dow) get the Ruby apain which'you | * 
| Pave Cleanthns ? Yes indeed. How, (initet- | * 
rupted Fraxdeliſa ) how, wou'd you have | * 
her to ask him to give her her Ruby again? n 
We muſt buy another juſt like it then re- " 
-ply'd the Woman, and''Avarez has thei 
of fo many Fafhions, that in his ſhop 'we jþ 
{all eaſily find what we ſeek. Welt (re- |! 
_ -turti'd Frandeliſa ) when Le:bia has foch 
a Ruby, what ſhall ſhe do with it; what FJ, 
will be the Conſequence? She ſhall make Þ ;; 
it be fonnd in the Houſe, ( anſwer'd:the 
Widow ) by ane of Alcanier's * 
_ .-whowill carry it to him: Alcarder (:c08rJ 
- tinu'd ſhe) not knowing of your Acquait 
tance with Cleanthus, and not 1maginmg |... 
that you can have heard of what has #7] :iki 
_ Ttnart @C CAN have a R 'Y FX 


*F75 | 
ſuſpetted it to be that 

you, will without doubt believe that he 
was miſtaken, that it was-not that-which 
he gave you, but ſome other, @d that 
the Account the Footman, / gave,” was. 'of 


_ perſwade him what you-pleale ; 
| for 'tis eaſy for a fair Lady: to make'a 


faithful to him. 
As the Widow ſpoke thus, LZe:bis 
thought upon a place that wou'd be conve- 


returning a thouſand Thanks - to+her , 


| {and to" Praudeliſe,' ſhe. told them, .that ſhe- 


- hop'd to make ſacceſsfal Uſe ob: their: 


make him (imitate exaCtly » Fraudeliſa's 
| Eetter to! Philabet 5 and whilſt he -was- 
| | 'bufie at that, they went toJook fora Ruby 
lite” tharw hich Alcander had given Leohia. - 
They | found: one Perfe&ly: reſembling ic. 
- Lzrbia bought it ; then they: came back to 
"the Copyiſt; who had imitated Frandelifa's 


; 
: 
: 
| 


"1. Wit ;- and" after having embragd, and 
| "Kd one another, they parted, Le:bialnd 


which he had given 


ſome other Perſon than yon; and between 
our ſelves ( concluded ſhe ſmiling ) if you” 
play your part well, Alcander loving YOU» 


Man who loves her, believe that- ſhe” is 


nient to make the Ruby be found in; 1o- 


Advice : and it growing late , they: went: ” 
reſently all three' together out of Fraude-- 
liſa's Houſe, and firſt to the: Copyilt; -to - 


Letter ſo well, that her ſelf was deceiy'd' 


4 - 2 iD Ye oe _ 
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/ | than uſual, impatient to expreſs bi 


. op ©. 8 ; 
'Fraudeliſa, going to diſpoſe all things for 
the next Day's Expedition. 
Fraxdthfatolded vp;:and ſeal'd the Let- 
2rer, (inthe fame manner as; the true one 
was;;” then broke: the feal, put it in a 
'Intrle-Apron -pocket which ſhe - had, and 
; went to-Bed, meditating all night how he 
. ſhov'd bring about.her Deſigns. | 
. _ Lexa 00 her fide, Tretird too, but 
+ took;: at an Apothecary's' by the way; a 
- coſe of ſtrong Phy ſick;; and! being come 
hometo her Lodging, having a Key to: 4- 
canders Cloſet, which ſhe had made: with- 
out his Knowledge, (he put the Ruby 
which ſhe had bought, in that place where 
he kept his Letters, hiding ir under ſome 
# of tliem; becauſe that a few days - before 
ſhe had given! the Ruby to Cleanthus, he 
had offer'd, whilſt Alcander was -by,: £0 
take from thence a Letter ſeal'd with-<lk, 
which ſhe had a mind to fee, but he had 
hindred her, and ſqueezing her fingers 


-* * 


{ hadforc'd her to lay it down inthat ph} .. 


' Teibi« intending; to make him thinks 
- the Ruby had drop'd at that time, - andſo 
. continn'd there 3 then ſhe lock'd the Cip- 
ſet, and went to bed, her mind beg 


0 + 
. 


| ſolely employ'd on-what ſhe was to WY 


; cute the day following. - . " 
Fhe next- day Philocrates riſe. call 


.L 
3 


. 
A 
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with Fraudeliſa ; 


a ſeeming Attention, and looking 


: 327: 


he found her at her Toy-- | 
let, in a part of the Room-that was a let- 
tle obſcure ;. and ſeated himſelf by her 


_—_ 


with a chagrin, and penſive- air ;- ſhe 
Feign'd-ro be :ſurpriz'd with it, and ask'd 


him the Cauſe. You fhall fee it, inprate, 
ſaid he, in this Letter, giving. ber that. 
which ſhe had writ to. Philabel : the took 
it, and then aproaching the Window, and 
turning aſide, ſhe flipt it into ber Apron- 
pocket, and took from thence the! Copy 


which ſhehad caus'd to bewrit-thenightbe- 


fore z but ſo dexterouſly, that Philocrates 
bad not the leaſt ſuſpicion of it ; then ſhe 
examin'd the Letter in bis Preſence with 
often 
upon it, expreſs'd a great dealof Surpriſe, 
and Aſtoniſhmeont. See, faithleſs'Creature, 
( continu'd Phylocrates) in what Stile you _ 
writ to Philabel, that Man whom you cal- 

led fo impudent, fa inſolent, whom you . ! 
hated ſo much, and whom yow told me 


_ .,Feu had forbid-to ſee you + he is worthy 
..of you ( purſu'd-he ) and I will never be 


an Obſtacle to your Paſſion. 'Thats.to ſay 


(interrupted Fraudeli/a ſharply) that you 
+. believe. this Letter to be my hand, and 
 »that.l writ it to Philabel - 
+ W.(continu'd ſhe with a cold, diſdainful & 
+4,Air) my Hand or my Heart ;- you that of - 
*#fer to tax me with lngratitude, and lafi- 


you know but 


em a -” cw 


.delity. After this ſhe writ the ſame Let- 


ter over before Philocrares, and having: 
finiſh'd the Copy, ſhe threw is to him with 
'that:which ſhe had ſuppos'd, ſaying, Now 
ſee how you deceive your ſelf, but 'don'r 
think ( porſy'd ſhe haughtily ) that I' do- 
this for any Pretenfien that T have to your 
Heart; no, I renounce it all my Life, 
-and.what I have done now, is but for my 
ona Satisfaftion- and Honour, Thus ſhe 
\left 'him, and' went into her Mothers 
Chamber, without deigning to- hear him 
| 'ſpeak. Philoerates took the two Copies. 
of the Letter, examin'd, and .confronted 
them ; one while he believes them both to 
' be Fraudeliſa's Hand, then again he thinks 
'*tm different z what ſhowd he'do?:to 
whom addreſs himfelf? to the Writing- 
Maſters; in their, Opinion the Letters. 
are of different Hands, and Frandeliſa's. 
innocent : the Abbot Sopbjn is not abſolnte- 
ly of the ſame Mind; they difpiite together, 


they conſult, they wander in their reaſon- 
* * ings,'and know not what to determine cer- 


tainly upon it. p 

As for 'Le-bia, as foon as Day.appear'd, 
ſhe ſecretly took the Phyſick which ſhe 
had prepar'd and waited it's Effefts ; when 
i begun to operate violently, ſhe ſent a 
Footman to tell Alcarder from her, 'that- 
ſhe was dying, and defir'd to ſpeak with 


[ 1294 
him. I dye with Willi fa t 
him approach ber and 1 
+3 fince you are falſe tome, and | 
Wife. Then ſhe feign's a Convulſion Fit, the 
h of the Phyfick,and the alteration it bad made 
upon her Face, contributed much to hide her Deceif, 
and to perſwade Alcander that ſhe was really CoA: 
After ſome time, pretending to recover her 
Fit, ſhe continu'd to ſpeak thus; Hear me, Zitat- 
der, I have but little time to live, and my minutes 
are precious : Take, ſaid ſhe (ſighing, the Keys of 
my Trunk, the Money you gaze me to keep, which 
1* 7 it, and all I have of Value in the World. I 
give you all I have, and I wiſh I had a Scepiter, 
and a Crown, to offer you in dyirig; after my Death, 
you'll ſee the Difference betwixt Leabia's Fidelity, 
and that of your ather Miſtreſſes ;-and I ſhall the 
be at the bot bf, your Heart, to make you ft 
the Torments which are due to the perjur'd and un- 
faithful. Alcander was in a Surpriſe and, Amaze- 
ment, which cannot be conceiv'd , and his Reſent- 
ment cou'd not hold againſt the Condition in which 
be ſaw Lesbia ; nor againſt the Marks ſhe made ap- 
to him of Tenderneſs, and Love. He wou'd 
w the Cauſe from whence ſuch ſudden and extra- 
Effectscou'd proceed, and inſtantly begg'd 
of Lesbia to tell it him. Pas - 
She begun ( pretending to take new Forces) with 
telling bim,that ſhe had not ſlept all that Night ; that 
when it was almoſt Day ſhe had falſn into. a little 
; IF: but had ſcarce taſted the firſt Sweetneſſes 

ik 


: 
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it, when a frightful monſtrous Woman had ap 
ear'd to her, the very Remembrance of whom 
der tremble ſtiff. She deſcrib'd her to him, ſaying, 
FLIES ts 
a large : 
me with tl Be 
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Blood, ber Eyet talf our 
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| * fer Heid ere, andSetpents tilted round it, infle3 
of 'Hair. | She contim'd Gay ing that! ſhe Teem'd't 


*and Bats, aſſembled upon her Head, jn the fo:tm of * 


Ammo ng —, wen ogy Yr 
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NJ dream'd the Serpent bid the Ruby | ? 
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ofher Head, fram w 


her to diſappear a moment after, ſnatching a'$ | 
from her Head which fhe flung at her 3 .that this 

pent ſlipping npon her hand, had faſtned on the ring- 
which Al-ander gave her, and pull'd out the rhe 


with his Teeth ; then went and hid it in that pla 
where he laid his Letters, after which ſhe diſappear: 
Tnat at tne fame time abundance of Ravens, ,Ouls; 


» ad. penny jo EIN EY: ITY 7 i I Se A 


a Canopy, 2nd made a fearful noiſe with their 
'Cries ; when a tall Wo7;2, handſome, and with. 
an Arr extreamly ſweet, carrying an Olive-branch in 
her hand, tad chas'd them away ; ,and vaniſhing, 
*had thrown pon her Bed a Leaf of ber Branch; 
that the wak'd immediately ſo perſwaded.that ſhe 
Thou'd find the Offve-ſeaf, that Jook'd a long: + 
time for it ; and in fine, that ſhe had falln "nts fack 
violent Convulſions, that ſhe plainly ſaw, ſhe ought 
to think of nothing but dying : that theſe Ominous: ; 
Birds came to advertiſe her of it, and the weaknefs,in 
which ſhe found her ſelf made her ſee ſhe had but fe 
hours to five; after which , ſhe gave as the | 
'Adieu's to Alcander intreating bim to remember ber 
always, and to keep the Reſolution he had taken gf 
never marrying; then without hearkening to what 
he won'd, fay, ſhe turn'd to t* other fide; begging 
him to leave her the little time ſhe had, to think up- 
on her ſelf, 1-48 1 hu 
Never Nan beheld himſelf ſo much embarrals 
Alcander was, he knew not what; to do, nor » 
to think : Solitude plcas'd-him, he retir'd \to-; 
ys ... calt his Ye p08 his [owe La b 
e of them remoy'd. mn that w 4 
om emo "ke had the Cx 
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\ he was, and fancy;d all 
| | acti found Philocrates, who told him, 
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he found a Ruby there ! he kyjew. riot who, or where 
.0 al heang” leen was an Hiyhon., 
a this ConCition be run to the Abbot Sophin's, 

that the 
waz not froni Fr aiidels/a, that ſhe was innocent 


"that he bad been.convinc'd of it; and in general, all 


that he knew, upon that Subject. 

' Alcander on his fide, recounted to them both, 
all that had paſs'd in bis Adventure ; and after man 
Reflections , the Opiniots of Philocrates and Ab; 


tander were, that Lesbia was innocent, as' well as © 


Fraudeliſa 3 but the Abbot ſuſpected ſome Artifice 
in it. That Which am)az'd Alcander and Philocrates 
to the lalt degree,” was Lesb:a's Dream ; nothing 
Was ſo diverting, as the Explications they gave it, 


and the Stories, and.Reflections they made upon the 


Significancy of Dreams : That. great hideous Wo- 
man who flung the Serpents was Diſcord ; the other, 


foft and beautiful, was the Godde/r of Peace, who | 


witli her Olive-brabch, had chard the Ominous Birds 
away. They maintain'd to the Abbot. Sophin, that 
there are Genius's and Spirits which, advertiſe us in 
Dreams, of what i to befall us; and inſtanc'd in 
Cal/pburnia's which had foreſhown the Death of her 
Husband Falius Ceſar ; that of Creſus, which told 
him his Son Atyz ſhou'd be kill'd with a Dart, that 
of 4ſtyeges King of Media, which, advertig'd hung 
that the Son.wbich ſhou'd be born of his 
Mandana, was to be Maſter of Aſie. In fine, 
told many more, and their Converſation ended wi 
i RefleCtion they made, that one ought never t9 


Judge of. any thing, ſince-ſuch firong and violent 


umptions as theſe were deceitful. 
After. all this Diſcourſe, .they told the Abbot So- 


;- phin, that, they wou'd not leave him till be had - W 
deci he | 


ion , Whether it was mob 
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” Gard the place: Ha! hay was be urpriz'd when 


ofa 

we'ob t to look no other Conſiders 
our Conflu EY chock | 
ruby a ye Se be 


x -- Wit h.a pleafagt Ton o quickly and reconcile themy 
Þ felver with them ; 7 Ne : to Phzlocrates, he 
| inn laughing, that ought to rely upon. 
i: X 1] (oy ban that he f 0% the. wok fe a. 
AiCandt that ou f 2a or the” 


bats, tho, innocent an nerctl ' 

es and - Alcarder, who w 

a very melancholy, and much & 
'dto thern, _ 
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